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    Did you hear the one about Bill, the deer hunter?   He stands up in his deer stand to take a  
shot, slips and begins to fall.   He cries out, “Jesus, save me.”   A pause, then, “Never mind, Lord,  
my pants just got caught on a branch.”   (1) 
      Today is the 3rd in our 7-part series on “Foundation Stones” for our faith journey – all based  
on the life and teachings of Jesus as recorded in Luke 17 – 21.    We’ve looked at Faith and  
Gratitude.   It’s interesting to see how today’s theme of persistence builds on these first two;   
I’m sure we’ll see more connections as we continue adding words to this foundation.   
   Jesus has just told his disciples, in Ch. 17, about various signs indicating that the end of time is  
approaching.   The last days, he says, will be similar to the time of Noah, with great wickedness  
and violence.   It is a fitting segue, then, for him to discuss the matter of prayer, in order for us  
to be ready for his return. 
     1.  Persistent in Prayer-   Even though this parable is quite self-explanatory, Luke wants to be  
sure we get the point, with this intro:   “to show them (disciples…and us) that they should 
always pray and not give up.”      We see two main characters in the story:    a widow and a 
judge.  The latter being a person we could label as pagan and narcissistic, in hearing the line, 
“(he) neither feared God nor cared about people.” (other than himself)   
   What was the nature of the widow’s request?   All we are told,  “Grant me justice against my  
adversary.”    We might assume it was some type of economic exploitation, a common 
occurrence in those days, when women had few rights.     In fact, two chapters later, we find 
Jesus talking to the crowds about the hypocrisy of the religious leaders, saying how they love 
the seats of honor in the synagogues, yet they “…shamelessly cheat widows out of their 
property.”   (Luke 20:45-47 - NLT)    Unfortunately, this still happens today.     I have a good 
friend whose elderly mother was ripped off.    A young man befriended her, gained her 
confidence as someone who could help her handle her finances, and before you knew it, she 
was out over $100,000...basically all her life savings.    
      The judge in our story doesn’t want to be bothered.   After all, what’s in it for him?   So he  
sends her out of his office and shuts the door.    The next morning, when he arrives at work,  
there she is, sitting beside his door.    He says, “Can’t help you” as she pleads for help, pulling  
on his robe.   Day #3 – dejavu.   Day 4, Day 5….. Finally, whatever day it was, he says,  “This  
woman is driving me crazy!”    Begrudgingly, he lets her in, listens to her case, then writes an  
official letter to her adversary, ordering him to settle up with her.    
     Persistence in prayer must have been an important issue for Luke… he writes of it earlier,  
back in Ch. 11.   I encourage you to turn there with me.   The disciples, in observing Jesus’  
prayer life, sense a need in their own lives.    They say, “Lord, teach us to pray.”    He then  
gives them a sample prayer, the one we call “The Lord’s Prayer.”    We’ll come back to this in  
Part 2.    But look at what follows.   Another story, this one about a guy who knocks on his  
friend’s door at midnight.    Getting no answer, he moves over to the open bedroom window  
and explains his predicament – unexpected guests and no bread to feed them.    From inside,  
he hears this, “Dude, you know I’m in bed, kids with me.  I can’t help you.”     Yet, there on his  
kitchen table sit some loaves of bread.   Jesus says, “because of the man’s boldness..” (other  



translations use “persistence”) he gets up, goes to the kitchen, and gets some bread for his 
friend.     Then Jesus summarizes with these familiar words,  “Ask and it will be given to you; 
seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”   
   Both of these stories drive home the importance of persistence in our prayer lives.   Now  
some commentators caution against taking the application too far.    They don’t see Jesus  
“teaching that persistent prayer will get from God that which he is reluctant to give…..or that by  
repeated prayer, (we can) break down the will of God.”  (2)   Jesus is comparing an ungodly,  
grumpy judge with the loving, benevolent God we worship and serve, emphasizing the point  
that God desires to give his children what they need.   
   I would maintain, however, that there is some merit to nagging God, if you please, with our  
requests.    Like a child who asks their parent for something….if they only hear the request  
once, it may not seem important.    But the same request, repeated persistently, may get the  
parent’s attention as something their child really wants.    
    We heard in Psalm 121 that God never sleeps.  (v.3&4)   So prayer is possible 24-7.   When  
you wake up in the middle of the night bug-eyed, overcome with worry/fear.   When you’re  
driving to work.  When you’re playing with the kids.   On any and every occasion, we are invited  
to come to God with our needs.    Persistently.   Someone has suggested the acronym P-U-S-H,  
to remind us to Pray Until Something Happens.     One sermon I read online had this quote:    
“The great masters of prayer have always been clear on this point:  we should persist in prayer  
until we have an overwhelming reason not to.”   (3)       
2.  Persistence in action 
     To bring balance to this matter of persistence in prayer, we must also think about the need  
to act.   As James 2 reminds us, “faith without works is dead.”   Sometimes in our praying, if we  
stop to listen, we might hear God say, “You can do something yourself to help answer that  
prayer.”    We see this in the case of the mistreated widow.    She could have stayed home and  
kept praying that her adversary would change his ways.   But she took action – walking to the  
judge’s office every morning, until he agreed to help her. 
    A book on my bookshelf caught my attention this week, entitled:   “Becoming the answer to  
our prayers” - by Shane Claiborne & Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove.    This quote in the  
Introduction:  “Prayer is not so much about convincing God to do what we want God to do as it  
is about convincing ourselves to do what God wants us to do.”  (4)   As I read on, I noted,  
with interest, that they used the Lord’s Prayer, breaking it down into sections, to call us to  
action.   For example:   “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth.”   And just how will  
God’s kingdom be realized on earth?    By all of God’s people becoming his hands and feet and  
voice.     God’s kingdom is one of peace – Are we doing what we can to be peacemakers,  
beginning in our own homes and places of work?   God’s kingdom is characterized by unity –  
Are we doing what we can to “keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”?   Then we pray,   
“Give us today our daily bread.”    Does God expect us to sit and pray until food falls from the  
sky?    God gives most of us the health and strength we need to work in order to put bread on  
the table.    In God’s kingdom, no one goes hungry.   So God calls those of us who have more  
than we need to share with those who can’t work for their daily bread.    And perhaps the  
toughest action we are called to take is found in the next phrase, “Forgive us our sins as we  
forgive those who sin against us.”    In order to experience God’s forgiveness, we have to do the  
difficult work of forgiving those who have hurt us. 



   Our goal then, as followers of Jesus, is to find a balance between persistence in prayer and  
persistence in action.    This familiar quote says it well:   “Pray as if everything depended on  
God; work as if everything depended on you.”     The results are much more powerful when we  
move from the individual to a large group of people.  Such is the case with the collapse of the  
Berlin wall in Germany.    Kids learn about it these days in history class; many of us here  
remember when it happened.   But there is an untold story I uncovered this week in the book  
“100 Amazing Answers to Prayer.”     Throughout the 1980’s, four churches in the city of Leipzig  
held weekly prayer meetings every Monday eve at 5 pm.    Attendance was sparse for most of  
the decade, a few dozen at most.  But in 1989, attendance began to swell, not only faithful  
Christians, but also political dissidents and curious citizens, since church was the one place  
where the Communist authorities allowed freedom of assembly.   When word began leaking to  
the West about these large gatherings, secret police began surrounding these churches,  
threatening and even roughing up the attenders.   But the crowds kept growing, spilling into the  
streets in peaceful protest, up to 50,000.    Police were ordered to shoot protesters, but for  
some unknown reason, they didn’t follow orders.    In early November, almost 1,000,000 people  
marched through East Berlin, the capital, and the Communist leader peacefully resigned.  On  
midnight of Nov 9, a gap opened up in the despised wall.  People began streaming through the  
checkpoints, east to west, past guards who were ordered to “shoot to kill.”   Yet not a single  
shot was fired.    East Germans still speak of those days as a miracle.  One newspaper wrote,   
“Whether or not prayers really move mountains, they certainly mobilized the population of  
Leipzig.    To hear them sing, ‘A Mighty Fortress is our God’ is enough to make you believe it.”  
(5)     
     Back to our text in Luke to close.   Jesus ends by asking this question, one that remains  
unanswered:   “When I return will I find faith on the earth?”    Or in NLT – “When I return, how  
many will I find on the earth who have faith?”    Thinking of the two parts of today’s message,  
we might ask his question in two parts:   A)  Will Jesus find anyone who still believes in the  
power of prayer….who has not quit praying for the impossible, who has the faith to believe that  
God will answer their prayers, even if it takes years?   B) Will Jesus find anyone who has the  
faith to believe that their actions can make a difference?   That their persistent acts of service  
and compassion can help to bring God’s kingdom to earth?   
  
   (Say the “Lord’s Prayer” together) 
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