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    Do you remember the lion in Wizard of Oz?   When he first meets Dorothy, she slaps him  
lightly to protect her little dog Toto.  Which sets him off on a crying fit and a confession that he  
is nothing but a big coward.  Dorothy invites him to join the group, all traveling in search of the  
Wizard of Oz with personal requests.    Supposedly, the Wizard will give Cowardly Lion the  
courage he needs.   
   Today we are looking at Courage - the last of seven foundation stones for strong spiritual lives  
as found in Luke 17 – 21.   We’ve considered Faith, Gratitude, Persistence, Humility, Outreach,  
and Productivity.   We could spend a great deal more time examining the many connections  
between them.    Take the last two, for example.    It is impossible to be productive when you  
are paralyzed by fear.   Remember the third servant in last Sunday’s story?   “I was afraid that  
you were too strict a boss and I wouldn’t measure up, so I hid your money in a safe place…”      
And considering the first stone, Faith, we have come full circle.    Courage is found when one  
stands solidly on the faith that… a) God is in control, no matter how bad things are looking, and  
b) God will take care of his children.    
   Before digging into our text in Luke, let me say that many Bible scholars consider this to be  
one of the toughest passages in the Gospels to understand.    Comparing Jesus’ words about  
what lay ahead with actual events in history since that time, he seems to jump around a good  
bit chronologically.    You’d expect to get a little more insight by comparing this text with the  
same event as recorded in Matthew 24 and Mark 13, but it actually seems to complicate  
matters.    
   This we know by combining the three Gospel accounts.    Shortly after Jesus’ visit to  
Zacchaeus, he begins his entry into Jerusalem, amidst an excited crowd – singing, palm  
branches waving, cloaks thrown on the path.    Turning back to Luke 19, we find a small but  
important detail we often don’t remember during the joyful celebration of Palm Sunday.   Jesus  
is beginning his descent from the Mount of Olives, when he stops the donkey, with the Holy  
City in full view below him, and begins to weep.   “If you had only known what would bring you  
peace, but now it is hidden from your eyes.  The days will come … when your enemies will build  
an embankment against you and encircle you…and hem you in on every side…they will not leave  
one stone on anther, because you didn’t recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”   (v.41-44)    
In stark contrast to the ecstatic crowd who believes that he is the Messiah, opposition is  
building among Jewish leaders.   Jesus doesn’t help things when, after entering the city, he  
drives the corrupt money changers out of the temple. 
    It is likely the next day, when things have calmed down a bit, that Jesus returns with his  
disciples.     Here is where today’s text begins.   The disciples are admiring the magnificent  
temple Herod had built.    To the disciples’ shock, Jesus predicts, a second time, that it will all  
come tumbling down at the hands of enemy invaders.    They ask him, “When will all this  
happen?”    
    We heard his reply, about false prophets, wars among nations, earthquakes, famines and  
plagues in many places…  Before all of that, however (v.12)…”expect a time of persecution, of  
being dragged before the authorities and put on trial because you are my followers.”    Note in  



v. 13 the silver lining in this cloud,  “This will be your opportunity to tell them about me.   Don’t   
worry about what to say,  I’ll give you just the right words of power and wisdom that will silence  
them.”    
   Many of these predictions match extremely well with the details of what happened in 70 AD.    
Roman soldiers invaded Jerusalem, tore down the temple, and killed many of the Jews.  Looking  
ahead to v. 20-24, you’ll find more details about fleeing the city quickly when the Roman armies  
are seen approaching.    In the next several verses Jesus seems to jump ahead once more –  
strange signs in the sky, people fainting from sheer terror.    And then, v. 27, the arrival of Jesus  
“in a cloud with power and great glory”.   (Obviously this event, at least, is still to come.)    
   Let me suggest, at this point, that we not try to figure out all the eschatological details, but to  
consider a broader view.    We see the fulfillment of many of these things throughout history in  
various places.    We’ve mentioned the invasion of Jerusalem by Rome in 70 AD.    Some years  
before that, after the Day of Pentecost, we find Peter and John (Acts 4) put on trial for  
preaching the Gospel, and having a response that stunned their accusers.    We know that  
Peter, James, and John were all martyred for their faith.   As was Stephen at the directives of  
Saul.  We know of a great time of persecution of Christians throughout the Empire in the first  
two centuries.  
   Much later, during the 1500 and 1600’s in Europe, many Anabaptists were tortured and killed  
for their faith.   During that time of suffering, as they read this passage in Luke, they  
undoubtedly thought that the return of Jesus was right around the corner.    Fast-forward to the  
last century or so, and you have religious persecution of the church in Ethiopia, China, Viet  
Nam, etc.    Fortunately, we have not experienced that degree of suffering in this country, but  
there’s nothing to say that it couldn’t happen in the future.            
     Last Tues evening, a bunch of us guys went to see the movie Hacksaw Ridge.  I would  
recommend it except for the extreme violence that seemed to go on and on.   At least it  
truthfully depicts war as the hell that it is.   True story about a young Seventh-day Adventist  
man during WW II who enlisted in the army as a Conscientious Objector.   Refusing to carry a  
gun, he wanted to serve as a medic, saving lives rather than taking them.   Ridiculed and  
mistreated in training.    Joined his comrades in a fierce battle against the Japanese in Okinawa.    
Saved the lives of over 70 soldiers, included several Japanese.    As I watched his heroic acts of  
courage, I had to think of the many CO’s in our denomination who also refused to fight.   Many  
of them were treated very roughly in WW I, less so in WW II.   Some even died from their  
mistreatment.    Some of us here who served as CO’s because of our peace convictions were  
probably considered cowards.    
   Much of what Jesus describes in this passage, I realize, is a bit distant from our ordinary lives  
today.   Most of us haven’t experienced that much suffering because of our faith.   Most of us  
haven’t lived through earthquakes or famines or plagues.    Most of us haven’t been rejected by  
close family members because we follow Jesus.   So let’s ask ourselves this question:   What  
situations do demand courage of us today?    Let’s break it down into three parts:  personal,  
congregational, and national.   
   To begin with the personal level – let’s take a few moments to think of ways you are in need  
of courage.    Perhaps jot them down on your Sermon Notes.  (pause)   Maybe some of you  
children or teenagers  face “peer pressure” – close friends who urge you to do something you  
know is wrong.   Do you have the courage to say “no”?     Adults - when co-workers talk  



maliciously about others or use demeaning names for those who are different, do you have the  
courage to speak up?      When you are tempted to take shortcuts on the job, or fudge a little on  
your taxes….. do you have the courage to do what’s right?    Some of you are struggling with  
health issues – cancer, heart disease, etc.   It takes courage and faith to keep going, trusting  
that God sees your suffering and is walking beside you on a daily basis.     
   On the congregational level – when many churches are dividing over current hot-button  
issues, will we have the courage to listen carefully to others?   To speak respectfully to those  
who disagree with us?  To continue meeting and working together for Kingdom causes?    And,  
of course, courage is needed to face the present uncertainties of pastoral leadership.   
    On the national level, there are many situations these days that call us to be courageous  
followers of Jesus.    Our country seems to be more divided and fearful than I can ever  
remember in my lifetime.    What types of courage does God want from us?    Perhaps the  
courage to speak out when we observe those who spread seeds of racial hatred and bigotry.    
The courage to stand alongside those who feel overlooked, misused, or abused by those in  
power.    To those with misplaced priorities, who have been counting on our government to  
solve all their problems, the courage to point them to our God and his unshakable kingdom. 
Though God’s Word tells us to respect our leaders and pray for them, scripture also makes it  
clear that all earthly governments, regardless of how powerful and arrogant they become, will  
eventually bow to the authority of Jesus.   As we heard in Ps. 46, God says, “I will be honored by  
every nation.”    
   Whether courage is needed in our personal lives, as a congregation, or on the national level,  
It’s time to stop and hear God’s voice, “Be still and know that I am God.”   Paul writes these 
words to Timothy, a young and timid church leader:   “God has not give us a spirit of timidity or 
fear, but a spirit of power, of love, and of self-discipline.”    The Cowardly Lion went looking for 
the Wizard of Oz to give him courage.   Wrong place to look.    God’s Spirit is the place to go for  
courage, and we can go there every day, for every situation when fear seeks to take over.      
   Courage, for many of us, may not result in heroic actions that gain us recognition, but more  
the matter of staying on course without being sidetracked by difficult circumstances.    That’s  
how our text ends, v. 19, with these words from Jesus, “By standing firm you will gain life.”  
   I believe many of you would agree with me, that this year’s theme has been the most  
meaningful one yet:   “Becoming Courageous Followers of Jesus.”   It has helped us this year to  
stay united, focused, and encouraged.     And we face many unknowns that continue to call for  
courage.    How exciting, then, to see the Spirit’s leading in choose our theme for 2017 – “Here I  
am, Lord.”    I’m convinced that you will witness God doing some amazing things here at the  
Beech as you respond to God’s call – “Here am I, send me.”   
 
   (Stand - say Joshua 1:9 together) 
  (Pastoral Prayer) 
 
   


