
 
 

November 19, 2017 
 
 

WE GATHER TO STUDY………………………………………………………9:30 am 

 Children classes are located: Preschool (Library), Gr. K-5 (basement) 

 Youth class (Gr. 6-12) is on the main floor, south wing; last door on  

 the right.  Adult classes are located on the main floor, south wing.  
 
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP………………………………………………10:30 am 

 
Gathering 

  Welcome and Announcements  

  Prelude: "We Gather Together" – arr. by Ben Logan 
 

  Call to Worship 

  Opening Prayer    

 
 Offering and Praise  

  Praise Team 

  Our Finances  

   Offertory: "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" - arr. by Carol Tornquist 
 

  Joys and Concerns  

           Prayers  

  Hymns:  HWB#89 – "For the beauty of the earth"     

                FG#389 – "Let All Things Now Living" 

 Hearing God's Word 

  Children's Time           
      Following Children's Time…the children are dismissed for Jr. Church. 
 

  Scripture: Matthew 5:38-48 

  Message: "Love Your Enemies" – Pastor Matt Reed 

    
  Hymn:  HWB#420- "Heart with loving heart united" 
 

             Blessing and Sending One Another 

 Postlude: "Praise to The Lord, the Almighty" - arr. by Richard Unfreid 

    ************************************************************************* 

    Church Office Hours: 

      Secretary (Judy): Mon - Thurs., from 8 am – 2 pm  
 

       If you have a pastoral need, please contact Pastor Matt Reed at the  

       church office: 330-875-1133 or beechchurchpastor@gmail.com 

    ************************************************************************** 

    VISITORS: 

       Welcome!  We pray that you will be blessed in worshipping with us.  

Please fill out the green cards in the pew pockets with your contact  

information and place  them in the offering plate. Thank you. 
 
    ALL:  

     If you have a prayer need or praise in seeing God at work, please fill out  

    the back side of the green cards in the pew pockets and place in the  

    offering plate.  

   *************************************************************************** 

    If you would like to provide flowers for the altar, please see:  

                 Jean Burdett (November) 

**************************************************************************  

Christmas is coming….plans are underway for our Christmas Eve 

Service which will be on a Sunday this year. There will be a part for 

every child in attendance. If you and your family are planning to 

attend this year please let Rachel Witmer or Amy Glick know, so they 

can plan accordingly. This year's Christmas Eve Service is Sunday, 

December 24th at 7 pm.  
 

"Matt and Janet would like to thank the congregation for sending them 

to the Mennonite Pastor-Spouse Retreat last weekend- they were blessed 

and encouraged!"                  
 

If you were not present 11/12/17 and wish to contribute to the 2017  

Fall Mission offering, you may do so by 11/26/17, by a designation in  

the regular Sunday offering or special gift to the Church Treasurer. 

 
Beech Mennonite Church 

10037 Easton St., Louisville, OH  44641     330-875-1133 

Email: beechchurchsecretary@gmail.com 

Website:  www.beechmennonitechurch.org   

 

mailto:beechchurchpastor@gmail.com


    Please remember to keep the following in your prayers… 
     

… Lucille Maurer, Tootie Justice, Judy Woods, Peg Romesburg, Helen  

    Sanders, Todd Miller, Amy Neusch (Erick Hendrickson's  

   daughter), Jean Block , Ruth Kubicek, Caitlyn Arbogast (a 5th  

   grader at LES – health issues) 

 

---Ed Stutzman (words of encouragement) 
 
…the victims and families in California affected by  the shooting  
 
…the victims and families in Massillon, OH affected by the shooting 
 
…Ohio Conference Leaders & Congregation 
 
…governmental leaders – local, state, national 
 
…our Mission Partners   
 
…Galen & Bonnie Stutzman  
 
… Shepherd's Gate Childcare Center   

           

                                                                                                       
 

 

Louisville Elementary School Guidance Counselor, Mark Adams, and  

Beacon Hope Church are working together on an After School Homework 

Assistance Program being held at Louisville Elementary School, Mondays 

thru Thursdays from 3-4 pm. This is to help targeted students who need 

assistance in completing their assignments in grades 3-5. If you would like  

to assist them please contact Mr. Doug Shook at shookdoug@gmail.com. 

 
The family of Ed Stutzman would like to request cards of encouragement  

and/or Christmas cards be sent to him at (make sure to include #): 

Ed Stutzman #0774743 

Box 240 

Wilmington, North Carolina   28402 

 
Deadline: Tomorrow, Nov. 20th – items to Judy for December calendar 

 
The parsonage is now available for rent. We are not advertising this at 

this time. If you know someone who is interested in renting the parsonage, 

please see one of the Trustees for details. 

 
You are invited Sunday, Dec. 3rd, from 5:30-7:30 pm (Come & Go) in 

 the "Search for the Christ Child" - experience the Christmas Story as it 

happened 2017 years ago, joining fellow searchers as the events of the  

first Christmas are re-enacted. This is a 45 minute, indoor-outdoor, walk-

through experience of the birth of Jesus. Dress warmly, handicap accessible.  

Admission: One article of food or toiletries for People to People Ministries. 

Oak Grove Mennonite Church, 7843 Smucker Rd., Smithville, OH  

PH: 330-669-2697 

 

"Thank you to all those who cooked turkeys and made mashed potatoes, 

stuffing, and gravy for the Thanksgiving supper. Also to those who stayed  

to help clean up. Your assistance is greatly appreciated!"  

                      ~ Congregational Life Commission 

 

Cold weather is coming and the driveways and sidewalks may be slick, 

please try to leave the parking spots by the entranceway for those  

who may have difficulty walking. Thank you. 

 

 

 

UPCOMING BEECH EVENTS 
 

TODAY, Nov. 19th Youth Operation Christmas Child Packing Party, 

                    12:30-3 pm, pizza provided.  

          Thurs., Nov. 23rd "Happy Thanksgiving" – office closed 

 Sat., Nov. 25th Youth at Hartzler's, 12 noon, OSU vs Michigan  

  Game and games. Bring a tailgating snack to share! 

 Tues., Nov. 28th Ladies' Night Out, 7:30 pm, TBD 

          Thurs., Nov. 30th Women's Bible Study @ Lavera Helmuth's, 9:30 am 

          Sun., Dec. 10th Youth Christmas Party, 12:30 – 3 pm 

 

      ***************************************************************************** 

**If you have a prayer request or praise, please contact the church   

    office,  at 330-875-1133 or beechchurchsecretary@gmail.com.  
   

         
    

 
 
 

  
Sun (Nov. 12)        Attendance – 99  
 
Fall Mission Offering: $9,759.20 
 

mailto:beechchurchsecretary@gmail.com


SERMON NOTES 

 
I. Context 

a. Part of the Sermon on the Mount—Jesus uses a formula (You 

have heard that it was said…but I say to you…) not to 

contradict the Law (Old Testament) but rather to get back to 

the heart of the law and counter common misrepresentations 

of the law during that time 

b. Eye for eye… common in ancient law (Hammurabi’s law code; 

Exod. 21:24, Lev. 24:20, Deut. 19:21) 

i. OT is dealing judicial system where Jesus is confronting 

personal retribution 

c. V. 43—love your neighbor- Lev. 19:18; many then limited 

their love to who they considered neighbors (OT doesn’t say 

to hate your enemy but many implied that) 

 
II. Jesus’ Response to Retribution (4 examples):  

a. V. 39—turn the other cheek; accept an insult 

b. V. 40—If they desire your materials, let them have it and then 

some  

c. V. 41—Help the Roman soldier out when he requires  

d. V. 42—Don’t hold back from the one who needs your help 

e. Point: Don’t simply be looking out for your own ‘rights’, but 

use every opportunity to serve, both good and evil people 

i. When you are wronged, don’t just forgive, but seek to 

bless the person 

f. What this is NOT saying: let bad people walk all over you; 

rather it’s God’s job to be the judge, not our job  

 
III. Love your enemies (vv. 43-48) 

a. Reminder that love is an action, not an emotion (you don’t 

have to have warm feelings toward them to show love toward 

them) 

b. V. 45—unconditional love toward enemies is a reflection of 

our Heavenly Father’s love (c.f. John 3:16, Romans 5:8, Luke 

23:34) 

 

 

 

c. Vv. 46-47—Christian love must go beyond love shown 

by the rest of the world, otherwise what makes us 

distinct?  

d. This is not suggesting we condone evil behavior of our 

‘enemies’, but we choose to love them despite that 

 
IV. How do I do this?  

a. Spend more time reflecting on God—his holiness and 

greatness, and then on is love and forgiveness most fully 

expressed on the cross 

b. Change your perspective—take time to get to know people 

c. Just do it (despite how you feel); love isn’t about warm 

affections, it’s about action 

d. *Learning to love our enemies is actually a freeing thing 

because we no longer have to hold onto hatred or feel the 

need to get even; we can give it to God* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Commentary on the Passage 

Slapping someone on the cheek was a sign of contempt and did not pose a 
serious safety threat. It was considered a terrible insult. Receiving the 
back of the hand meant that you were scorned as inconsequential—a 
nothing. If a man struck you with the back of his hand instead of punching 
you in the mouth, you could collect twice the damages because an insult 
was worse than an injury in Jesus’ honor-shame society. what Jesus is 
saying is this: When someone insults you, do not seek revenge You should 
not trade insults, even if it means you receive more. You must avoid 
retaliation and personal revenge! When you love without limits, you are 
like God. 

 The term refers to a long-sleeved inner robe similar to a nightshirt that a 
person wore next to the skin. Jesus instructs His disciples that if someone 
tries to sue for their tunic, they should let him have their “coat (himation) 
as well. This cloak was the outer robe (cf. 27:35), which was an 
indispensable piece of clothing that the poor used for a sleeping cover. It 
was possible in Jesus’ day to sue others for the very shirt on their backs. 
However, no one could take another’s cloak. So even if you lost your shirt 
(or tunic) in court, and your opponent asked for your cloak and won it, he 
had to return it every evening for you to sleep in. That was the law. 

What was the situation here? Evidently, Jesus was giving advice to the 
poor among His followers—those who had been reduced to the garments 
on their backs because of persecution for their faith. His teaching is simply 
this: “As they sue you (no doubt falsely) for your shirt and win it, give 
them your cloak too, even though they cannot legally take it.” Jesus makes 
a startling demand of His disciples. They must reverse the dynamic. 
Instead of defending themselves or seeking retaliation, they must give to 
this person who is so unfairly attempting to take their most basic 
necessities. This is supremely radical, and it is meant to point one’s 
persecutors to Christ. 

In Jesus’ third illustration in 5:41 He says: “Whoever forces you to go 
one mile, go with him two.” This verse provides the background for the 
expression, “Go the second mile.” In Jesus’ day, Roman soldiers had the 
authority to force civilians to carry their loads for one mile. However, 
Roman law said that a person only had to do this service for one mile and 
then he was free to go. Obviously, the Jews held to the letter of the law on 
this. They measured the mile in steps: one thousand exactly. And they 
counted every single step. When they got to one thousand they stopped, 
put down the pack, and left the Roman to carry his own load or find  

 

another victim. The Jews hated the Romans making them carry their 
loads. 

In Jesus’ fourth and final illustration in 5:42 He says: “Give to him who 
asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow 
from you.” This illustration has to do with the law of lending. Deut 
15:7–11 indicates that debts were canceled every seven years. The 
borrowers loved this. The lenders were not quite so enthusiastic. If I 
was a lender and someone came to me for a loan in the sixth year, I 
would think twice before giving it to him. If he didn’t pay it off quickly, 
my loan would turn into a gift. The closer the seventh year got, the more 
tightfisted businessmen became. But Jesus said they were not to allow 
the seventh year to govern them. Whenever a person had a need, God’s 
people were to give generously. After all, the people in Jesus’ day were 
not asking for home-improvement loans. They needed money for food. 
In our day and age, does this mean that a Christian banker should never 
refuse a loan application, no matter how bad a person’s credit report 
looks? Does this mean you have to loan money to irresponsible people 
again and again, even if you know they won’t make an effort to pay it 
back? Or that every time you’re approached by someone on the street 
that you have to give them your money? No, because this 
commandment doesn’t relieve you of your obligation to manage your 
resources responsibly. It’s your responsibility to practice generosity, 
but it’s also your responsibility to practice discernment. Jesus is talking 
about people in legitimate need. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  ************************************************************************ 

                                                       Next Sunday: 

                               "Surprise Encounter" – Pastor Matt Reed 

                                                       Luke 1:26-38 

    Today (Nov. 19)                           Next Sunday (Nov. 26):     
Worship Leader: Dave Frederick Rachel Witmer 
Song Leader:        Amy Glick    Bryan Leaman 
Organist:                 Sheila Hostetler   Sheila Hostetler 
Greeters:                 Don K. & Tim McK.  Dennis K. & Luella Y. 
Nursery:         Marilyn M. & Matthew F. Pat M. & Maria H. 
Jr. Church:          Kathryn Helmuth  TBD 
Ushers:                      Dennis K., Jacob M., Tim McK., Polly S. 
    Aaron W. & Jarrod M. 
Head Usher:   Dennis Kapper  Dennis Kapper 
Sound:     Matt Hartzler     Melissa Rearick 
 
                                                                        

                                                              
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Caitlyn is a 5th grader at Louisville Elementary School who is fighting for 

her life. She became violently ill and was admitted to Akron Children's 

Hospital with what doctors believe to be a brain inflammation caused by 

a virus or encephalitis. The doctors are unable to diagnosis it at this 

time. She has also developed acute kidney disease possibly due to one of 

the medications. Please keep Caitlyn and her family in your thoughts & 

prayers. A fundraiser has been set up at the Louisville Eagles on Tuesday, 

Dec. 5th (see flyer) to help with medical expenses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 


