
 
 
 

Beech Mennonite Church 

Christmas Eve Service 
December 24, 2017      7 pm 

 

Prelude 
 

Greeting….Pastor Matt Reed 
 

Advent Candle Lighting 
    Matt, Janet, Anna, Rachel & Sara Reed 

 

Drama 
 "The Best Christmas Present Ever!" 
 (see insert for Cast of Characters & congregational songs to be sung during the play) 

 

"Gifts for Jesus" Offering 
     Funds are distributed to local missions. 
 

Carols by Candlelight** - (see insert) 
 - Joy to the World,  

 - O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 - O Come All Ye Faithful 

 - Away in the Manger 

 - Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

- It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

- Silent Night 

- We Wish You a Merry Christmas 

  

 

A special thank you… 

 
 …to Rachel Witmer, Amy Glick and everyone who helped to  

           make this evening a special one.  
 

…to all the children and their families who did such a  

     wonderful job and you for sharing your evening with us in  

     celebration of Jesus' birth.  
 
…to Tim & Gayle McKnight for their invaluable help in fixing  

    the costumes and props. 
 

   ************************************************************************ 
 
May the warmth and blessings of Christmas 
be with you this coming year; Merry Christmas!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* *To minimize the spilling of wax, please hold your lit  
    candle upright for the person next to you to light from. 

     



Cast of Characters - 
 "The Best Christmas Present Ever!"  
 
Readers: 
 Reader 1  Abby Hartzler 
 Reader 2  Anna Reed 

 
Family: 
   Mom   Melanie Miller 
   Dad   Rod Miller 
   Child 1  Cadence Miller 
   Child 2  Keilana Miller 
 
Toys: 
   Buy Me Doll    Anna Helmuth 
   Lettuce Patch Kid  Olivia Hershberger 
   Race Car Driver  Andy Hartzler 
   Dog        Matthew Frederick 
   Teddy Bear   Anya Willett 
 
Nativity Characters: 

Gabriel    Karl Helmuth 
Mary    Hannah Frederick 
Joseph    Andrew Willett 
Roman Soldier  Andrew Leaman 
Townsperson 1  Emily Miller 
Townsperson 2  Valeria Miller 
Donkey    Nathan Miller 
Innkeeper    Peter Helmuth 
Cow    Jacob Miller 
Shepherd 1, 2  Andrew Frederick, Zachery Frederick 
Angels:     Maria Helmuth, Sarah Reed,  
      Victoria Byder, Rachel Reed,  
      Camila Byder, Emma Mottice 

 
Wise Men: 

 Balthazar   Patrick Helmuth 
Caspar     Barry Hershberger 
Melchior      Dave Frederick 

 
 
 

"Love came down at Christmas (HWB#208) 
Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine.  

Love was born at Christmas star and angels gave the sign,  

Sing noel, sing noel, sing noel. 

 
"Angels we have heard on high" (HWB#197) 

Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the 

night, and the mountains in reply echoing their brave delight.  

Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

"We Three Kings" (FOG#206) 

We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.  
 

O Star of wonder, Star of night, Star with royal beauty bright,   

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to Thy perfect light.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
"Joy to the World" 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; let 

ev'ry heart prepare him room, and heav'n and nature sing, and 

heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, repeat the 

sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the  

sounding joy. 

 

"O Little Town of Bethlehem" 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! Above thy 

deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark 

streets shineth the everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all 

 the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray, cast out our  

sin, and enter in, be born in us today! We hear the Christmas 

angels the glad tidings tell. O come to us, abide with us, our  

Lord Immanuel! 

 

"O Come All Ye Faithful" 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come 

ye to Bethlehem. Come and behold him, born the King of angels.  
 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come let  

us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

True God of true God, Light of light eternal, our lowly nature  

he hath not abhorred; Son of the Father, begotten, not created.  
 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let  

us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

 
 

 
"Away in a Manger" 

Away in a manger. no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid 

down his sweet head. The stars in the bright sky looked down 

where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and 

love me, I pray. Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and 

fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 

"Hark! The Herald Angels Sing" 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King! Peace  

on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" Joyful all  

ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies, with th'angelic host 

proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem." 

 

"It Came Upon a Midnight Clear" 
It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from  

angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:  

"Peace on the earth, good will to all from heaven's gracious King." 

The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
 

For lo, the days are hast'ning on, by prophet bards foretold,  

when with the evercircling years comes 'round the age of gold,  

when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,  

and the whole world send back the song which now the angels 

sing. 

 

 

 

(continued on next page) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

"Silent Night" 
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 'round yon virgin 

mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in 

heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, glories 

stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, "Alleluia! Christ the 

Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born." 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, Love's pure light, radiant 

beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light. With the 

angels let us sing "Alleluia" to our King, "Christ the Savior is born, 

Christ the Savior is born." 

 

"We Wish You a Merry Christmas" 

We wish you a Merry Christmas, We wish you a Merry Christmas, We 

wish you a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year! 
 

Good tidings, we bring to you and your kin. We wish you a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


