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A Busy Summer at “The Beech” 

 

 

It has been a full summer 
for the Beech church 
family, both with events 
and activities at the church, 
and throughout the area. 
 
We had a great turnout for 
our annual Church Picnic, 
which took place, Sunday, 
July 24.  Hot dogs and 
hamburgers were served 
up by expert grillmasters 
Tim McKnight and Dana 
Moot, accompanied by a 
wide array of sides and 
desserts brought by the 
congregation.  The children 
enjoyed snow cones and 
the bouncy house, and fun 
wrapped up just before 
torrential rains blew 
through!  
 
The evening of the picnic, 
seven Beech kids headed 
to Camp Luz for their 
Fledgling Camp.  Valeria 
Miller, Abby Hartzler, 
Hannah Frederick, 
Andrew Frederick, Andy 
Hartzler, Jacob Miller, 
Nathan Miller, and 
Matthew Frederick had a 
great time learning 
together and enjoying the 
new water slides and pool! 
 
Many from Beech took part 
in the MCC Relief Sale, 
held August 5 and 6 at the 
Wayne County 
Fairgrounds.  From quilt 
making, to volunteering, to 
attending, donating, and 
purchasing, Beech was 
well-represented at this 
year’s event! 

On August 7, we heard 
from college students 
Matt Miller and Blake 
Hershberger, as they 
shared about their 
experiences in Uruguay 
and Guatemala 
(respectively).  They 
shared how they had been 
blessed by their time and 
service in another culture, 
and challenged us to also 
extend God’s love to 
others.   
 
On the weekend of August 
12-14, around 30 Beech 
folks camped out at West 
Branch State Park, with 
about 50 in attendance for 
the Saturday evening 
worship service.  Rainy 
weather prevented some 
from coming out for the 
evening, but dinner and 
worship were kept fairly 
dry under several shelters.  
Matt Hartzler led songs 
and a devotion for the 
worship service.  The 
following morning, and 
informal time of prayer 
and worship was held 
back at Beech, led by Jim 
and Rachel Witmer, which 
was also well attended.   
 
Also in August, 
renovations of the 
upstairs restrooms took 
place.  This was a huge 
undertaking involving the 
work of many under the 
leadership of the Rich 
Linder and the other 
trustees.  Volunteers 
assisted with demolition, 
painting, and cleanup, 

while some of the more 
technical jobs were left 
to the professionals.   
 
On Saturday, August 27, 
a group of 19 kids and 
parents attended the 
Tractor Pull at the 
Portage County Fair.  
Despite a brief rain 
delay, the children really 
enjoyed this Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club outing! 
 
More rain disrupted the 
plans for the Back to 
School Bonfire on 
August 28.  What initially 
looked like a small band 
of showers turned into 
rain for the entire party 
time, so the hot dogs 
were grilled, and the 
party moved inside and 
into the garage.  It was 
still a fun evening of 
fellowship to kick off a 
new school year.   
 
In August, we also 
received four new 
members into the Beech 
family.  On August 7, 
Judy Woods and Peg 
Romesburg became 
members, and on 
August 21, Tootie 
Justice and Jean Block 
became members.  We 
welcome them as sisters 
in Christ, and pray that 
they will be richly 
blessed by choosing to 
make this commitment. 

…see pictures from our 

busy summer on p. 3! 
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Did you know... 
…that Sandy and Mike 
Simon hosted a beach 
party last Sunday 
afternoon for their small 
group?  Sandy's creativity 
included a Beach Bingo 
game.  Lura Bowin 
amazed the group as she 
demonstrated her 
prowess with a hula 
hoop!   
 
…that three Beech boys 
are on the same soccer 
team this fall?  Andy 
Hartzler, Matthew 
Frederick, and Andrew 
Frederick all play 
together on an Alliance 
Soccer Club U-10 team.  
Zachary Frederick is 
playing on an Alliance U-8 
team. 
 
…that the Miller cousins 
are also playing soccer 
this fall.  Nathan Miller 
and Jacob Miller play at 
the Diamond soccer 
complex in North Canton, 
and Marcus Miller plays 
for the Canton United 
travel team.   
 
…that other Beech 
athletes this fall include 
Emily Miller playing 6th 
grade volleyball at Lake 
Center Christian School.  
Our St. Thomas Aquinas 
athletes include Andrew 
Willett playing football, 
and Josh Schloneger 
and Mia Schloneger 
running cross country.   
 
...that Vernon Yoder 
was part of the planning 
committee, and Deanna 
Slater was the emcee for 
the 58th reunion of L.H.S. 
class of '58 at Metzger 
Park pavilion on Saturday, 
August 20th?  The 
committee welcomed 

News and Notes                                         

 classmates with an 
original rap!  Vernon and 
Patty also made the 
attractive table 
centerpieces, including 
potted spider 
plants.  Over 60 
classmates and guests, 
coming from as far away 
as Oregon and Wyoming, 
attended the event!  
 
...that Ruth Kupinski, 
(90 on Aug. 24) and 
Roger Slater (80 on Aug. 
25) celebrated their 
birthdays with 
approximately 50 family 
members and friends at 
the Beech Scenery 
Center on August 21? 
 
...that Alex Aguero is 
back with her 
grandmother, Marilyn 
Schell, after 
accompanying her 
mother, Shannon when 
she returned to Paraguay 
after visiting with her Ohio 
family?  Alex was happy 
to spend some time with 
her sister and brother and 
other family and friends, 
but is glad to be back 
here for her Marlington 
HS classes and activities! 
 
…that a program from a 
1970 concert of the 
Central Christian School 
A Cappella Choir was 
discovered in the 
demolition of the 
restroom?  The choir was 
at Beech for a concert on 
April 26, 1970, and 
names in the program 
with Beech connections 
include Hershbergers and 
Neuenschwanders.  
Check it out to see if you 
know anyone from this 
little “blast from the past!” 

Our Deepest Sympathy 
…to the family and friends 
of Woody Krabill, who 
passed away suddenly on 
July 23 while camping.  
He was celebrated and 
remembered by many 
family and friends at a 
funeral service at Beech 
on July 28.  We continue 
to pray for comfort for 
those who loved and 
cared about Woody.  
 
…to Anna Belle and 
Arden Schmucker.  Anna 
Belle's older brother, Vic, 
and an older sister, Violet, 
passed away within a 
week's time.  The 
Schmuckers, 
accompanied by Sue 
Coblentz, flew to Kansas 
Friday to attend Vic's 
funeral.  We also wish 
them safe travel. 
 

Barnabas’ Corner 
Words of encouragement to 

one another as we follow 

Jesus together 

A big thank you to all who 
gave of their time, talents, 
and energy to renovate 
the upstairs restrooms.  
The project was a huge 
undertaking, under the 
leadership of the trustees, 
and the results are both 
beautiful and functional.  
Thank you for caring for 
our church! 
 
Thank you to those who 
have cared for our church 
garden this summer, on 
behalf of those of us from 
church who have enjoyed 
the produce, and on 
behalf of the many hungry 
families throughout Stark 
County who have enjoyed 
fresh veggies thanks to 
your time and labor.  You 
are appreciated! 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The other kind of “Beach!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lots of Beech soccer players 
this fall, plus several other 
sports! 

 
 
 
 

 

 
MCUSA Convention takes 
place next summer!  
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Missions and Service Update 

 School kits:  On Monday 
August 22, ten people, 
responding to Patty 
Yoder's plea, gathered 
with her in the conference 
room to collate and pack 
materials for 198 MCC 
school kits, which were 
delivered to MCC 
Connections in Kidron.  
 
School notebooks and 
flexible rulers are still 
needed to complete 
additional kits. Several, 
including the Witmers 
and Pat Miller, 
contributed supplies as a 
family activity.   
 
Refugee Welcome Kits 
are also being assembled 
by Beech Missions and 

Service Commission.   
Chairperson Sandy Roth 
has already helped several 
families who are being 
settled in Akron.  The 
extensive lists of supplies 
are listed on the 
Missions/Service bulletin 
board adjacent to the 
church secretary's 
office.  Supplies may be 
placed in the containers by 
the copy room. 
 
Members of our 
congregation, as well as 
people receiving food at 
the Louisville Community 
Cupboard and Hope 
Outreach Mission in 
Canton, have been 
recipients of produce from 
the Beech Garden 

planted by Jim Witmer and 
Roger Slater.   Roger and 
Vernon have taken in 
excess of 60 dozen ears of 
corn and many pounds of 
tomatoes and peppers, 
along with some other 
produce there. 
 
Beech Women Serving will 
meet Wednesday, 
September 7, from 9:00 am 
to 2:00 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall and the sewing room.  
All are welcome to come—
there are many projects to 
work on besides sewing, 
just in case that’s not your 
particular talent.  This is a 
great monthly opportunity to 
put your faith in action while 
fellowshipping with others 
and serving those in need.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
These beautiful quilts and 
more were donated to the 
Mennonite Relief Sale this 
summer by Beech Women 
Serving 

 
 
 
 
Photos below: West Branch 
Campout; our new members; 
“My Coins Count” at the Relief 
Sale; the church picnic; Blake 
and Matt; our Elders at their 
annual dinner; indoor Back to 
School bonfire party; kids 
signing up at the Ministry Fair 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Linder is now an OSU 
graduate! 
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It is hard to believe 
summer is done and we 
are moving into our 
“school” year.  Staff and 
children are ready to begin 
their academic programs. 
We’ll start off the year with 
themes about families, 
autumn, and apples. If 
anyone has any extra 
apples, please remember a 
donation to Shepherd’s 
Gate. We go through a lot 
of apples during our 2 
weeks of tasting, crafts, 
and math! 
  
Shepherd’s Gate staff and 
children welcomed our 
newest staff member, 
Tracey Koenitzer, lead 
toddler teacher. Tracey has 
a great deal of experience 
and education with young 
children. We feel very 
blessed to have Mrs. K. 
with our little ones.  

Shepherd’s Gate Child Care Center Update      Janet Mangus, director 

 
We may be looking for a 
lead teacher for the 3-year- 
old class to be reopened. 
We are getting more calls 
for 3-year-olds, therefore 
we may have an 
employment opportunity for 
a loving caring person who 
enjoys being with 
young children. If you or 
someone you know would 
be interested in a 
rewarding career working 
with young children, please 
contact Janet Mangus at 
330-875-3399 or email at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com.  
  
Shepherd’s Gate has 
openings available in our 
3, 4, and 5-year-old 
classrooms. We also have 
openings left for before 
and after school care. Our 
toddler class is full and we 
are working on a wait list. If 

you or someone you know 
is looking for quality 
Christian childcare, please 
let them know about 
Shepherd’s Gate. We still 
have openings for our 
summer program if 
someone should need just 
summer care. Beech 
Mennonite Church 
members get a 25% 
discount on tuition.  Our 
phone number is 330-875-
3399 or email us at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com . 
  
We truly appreciate all the 
snack, craft, and coupon 
donations. Thank you so 
much for all your kind and 
loving support. 
                

God bless you. 
In His Love, 

Janet Mangus 
Director SGCCC 

 

 

  

Upcoming Events: 
 
Guys’ Night Out: The second Tuesday of each month, at 7:30 pm.  The next one 
will be held Tuesday, September 13, 7:30 pm at James Miller’s pond. 
 
Ladies’ Night Out: The fourth Tuesday of each month, at 7:30 pm.  The next one 
will be held Tuesday, September 27, 7:30 pm at Mike’s Milann’s in Louisville. 
 
Beech Lunch Bunch: The second Wednesday of each month, at noon at 
Thompson’s Dairyland.  The next one will be Wednesday, September 14. 
 
Rock the Park:  Saturday, September 10.  FREE Christian Concert, begins at 6:00 
pm at Metzger Park in Louisville, featuring David Crowder, 7eventh Time Down, and 
Sara Reeves.  A community worship service will be held Sunday, September 11 at 
11 am at the park. 
 
Beech Craft Show: Saturday, September 17, 8 am-2 pm Volunteers are 
needed—see Gale Sommers 
 
Louisville Constitution Parade: Sunday, September 18, 2:00 pm Volunteers will 
be needed to ride the float, and to walk the parade route and pass out goodies. 
 
ELF Nights: Wednesday Evenings September 21-November 2: Meal provided 
from 5:45-6:30, Classes and activities for all ages 6:30-7:30 
 
Thanksgiving Dinner: Sunday, November 13, 5:30 pm.  All are welcome! 
 
 

 

mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
tel:330-875-3399
tel:330-875-3399
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
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Reading through the list of 
“pleasures” shared by 
many Beech folks, it’s 
interesting to see how few 
of them are materialistic 
items, and how many of 
them involve God’s 
beautiful creation and 
creating special memories 
with people we love.  
(and…also chocolate and 
coffee…after all, we’re 
human! )  
 
It’s also interesting to note 
how many of these 
blessings we can offer to 
others, through the sharing 
of musical or culinary 
talents, the labor of our 
hands in the garden, or the 
gift of our quality time and 
genuine kindness.   
 
Thank you, Lord, for so 
many blessings in our 
lives.  Help us to 
remember that all good 
things come from you! 
 

In Pastor Dan’s July 24 
sermon, he spoke about 
confronting the god of 
pleasure in our lives.  He 
challenged us to share 
some of the pleasures of 
life that we’re thankful for, 
and here are some of the 
things that were 
mentioned:  
 

 Playing sports 

 Coffee 

 Reading 

 Eating 

 Being outside 

 Traveling and 
experiencing different 
cultures 

 Analyzing dreams 

 Observing God at 
work.  

 Doing maintenance on 
things in my life 

 Dogs 

 Playing 

 Camping 

 Self control 

 God’s Creation   

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 Giving Thanks for Simple Pleasures                           

 
 

It is time for a call to arms. No, not the kind you think. 

Not the kind that has a Christian college president calling on students to arm themselves to “end those Muslims…” 

Not the kind that has presidential candidates and their devotees spewing violent rhetoric against Muslims, refugees, 
Mexicans, African Americans, homosexuals and women…. 

Not the kind that stokes fear against all manner of perceived terror threat with calls to “carpet bomb [ISIS] into oblivion.” 

NO! 

Rather, Mary’s magnificent “call to arms” in an exaltation of praise: 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
     and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, …. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
     he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
     and lifted up the lowly…” 

A call that rings with the fearless joy born of resistance to despots in every age by those who stand firm within an 
alternative narrative; those who trust that “God’s arm is not too short to save.” 

A call that knows true power lies with the powerless whom God uses over and over to turn the world around. 

A call for those clad with the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shoes of the gospel of peace, the shield 
of faith, the helmet of salvation, wielding the most powerful of all swords—the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. 

It is time to end whatever complacency may have lulled us (persons of white privilege for the most part) into a status quo 
stupor! Vitriol and hysteria are escalating daily with immediate harm to refugees and to racial and religious minorities, 
many of whom are neighbors, co-workers, and family members. 

When despotic, brutish power bares its ugly fangs, things snap into focus—and we finally see. We see with a clarity that 
otherwise eludes us while blinded by our privileged status. We see the demagoguery of our current reality through the 
prism of prophetic biblical calls for justice. And in seeing, our spiritual imagination is called to high alert. 

In a New York Times op ed column last week “Finding peace within the holy texts,” David Brooks recalled the book Not 
in God’s Name by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks. Brooks summarizes several insights from the book like this (my emphasis): 
“The great religions are based on love, and they satisfy the human need for community. But love is problematic. Love is 
preferential and particular. Love excludes and can create rivalries. Love of one scripture can make it hard to enter 
sympathetically into the minds of those who embrace another….Read simplistically, the Bible’s sibling rivalries seem 
merely like stories of victory or defeat — Isaac over Ishmael. But all three Abrahamic religions have sophisticated, 
multilayered interpretive traditions that undercut fundamentalist readings… The reconciliation between love and justice is 
not simple, but for believers the texts, read properly, point the way…. [The]…answer to religious violence is probably 
going to be found within religion itself, among those who understand that religion gains influence when it renounces 
power.” 

Imagine a world armed by Spirit-empowered learning communities, like AMBS, where followers of Jesus and spiritually 
starved fundamentalists, and even those with little faith can gather to learn the sacred texts; the deep wisdom that has 
emboldened countless people to become truth tellers on behalf of the poor, the oppressed, the alien, and the stranger. 

Imagine a world armed with the strong arms of those who link in solidarity as communities of faith; small, intense 
communities where people gather and together find strength to stand firm in a counter narrative about “the good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.” 

 Being with family 

 Relaxing on chaises 
looking at blue sky with 
palm fronds swaying in 
the breeze in Florida 

 Flowers 

 Hugs 

 Birds 

 Friends 

 Pets 

 Grandchildren’s sports 
events 

 Seafood 

 Chocolate  

 Peanut butter 

 Volunteering 

 Elderberry Pie 

 Sunsets & Sunrises 

 Loving spouses 

 Fireflies 

 Good music 

 Organic vegetables 
from the garden 

 Attending plays and 
concerts 

 Eyesight to enjoy 
nature 

 Nice people 

Lilacs in August                                            by Lura Bowin 
 
Recently our youngest sister Catherine from Columbus, OH did a 10-day visit with 
Alice & me.  This, before her planned move to an assisted living facility this week, 
due to escalating health issues.  On the eve of her return to Columbus, we decided 
to spread our older sister Fran's cremains according to her wishes.  (Fran's decease 
was Sept. 4, 2015.) 
 
Fran had requested that we plant an Old Fashioned Lilac bush in her memory and 
scatter her cremains around it.  As we completed this mission of love, we noticed 
that on a nearby Old Fashioned Lilac bush were three lilac blooms.  This bush, 
though bare-rooted, had been salvaged from the bulldozed heap when our duplex 
was built - and encouraged to survive. Now, half-dead from the drought & heat, a 
green shoot, two feet high, sprouted & had three purple, very fragrant blooms on 
it.  One for each of her sisters???  It truly felt like a gift from heaven! 
 
Fran had faced her final illness very consciously, and we had asked that after she 
made her transition she send us a sign of her survival, if she could. The half-dead 
lilac bush, an early Spring-bloomer, giving us three blooms in the hottest August on 
record, as the first anniversary of Fran's passing approaches, truly feels like a God 
Moment! 
 
P.S.  If anyone reading this has seen Old Fashioned Lilacs blooming in August, 
please let us know. 
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No, I don’t mean, by the 
above title, dropping your 
loose change in our “My 
Coins Count” wishing well, 
although we had another 
awesome response, 
topping all previous 
records (yeah!) in giving to 
MCC’s water projects. I’m 
talking about the 
inevitability of things being 
different tomorrow than 
they are today.   
 
They say there are only 
two things everyone has 
to do – pay taxes and die.   
A third should be added:   
to deal with change.  
Some people cope better 
than others.  There are 
those on both extremes – 
some who constantly push 
for change without much 
forethought versus those 
who resist any small 
change with tooth and 
claw.  Obviously there is a 
balance to be sought – an 
openness to changes that 
are determined to be 
God’s leading, while 
clinging to those beliefs or 
traditions that should not 
be lost.   
 
Jesus said it well in a 
passage that long has 
fascinated me: “Then he 
added, ‘Every teacher of 
religious law who 
becomes a disciple in the 
Kingdom of Heaven is like 
a homeowner who brings 
from his storeroom new 
gems of truth (treasures – 
NIV) as well as old.’”  
Matthew 13:52 (NLT) 
 
At this point, the million-
dollar application question 

Pastor’s Corner: Change               Pastor Dan King 

 Beech Mennonite 
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way”, to quote Robert 
Frost’s best known poem.   
 
But I am confident that God 
will provide.  Many of you 
will recall this verse from 
Hebrews 13 in last 
Sunday’s message: “Jesus 
Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and 
forever.”  Beech Mennonite 
Church is in good hands!    
 
Songs can also help us 
work through the stresses 
that accompany change.  
The following lines are 
from an old hymn that was 
very helpful to me during a 
dark period in my life.  I 
taped the words to my 
bedroom wall at eye level, 
so they were the last thing I 
would see before drifting 
off to sleep:  
 
“Be still my soul!   
The Lord is on thy side… 
Leave to thy God  
to order and provide,  
in every change  
He faithful will remain...  
Be still my soul, 
 thy God doth undertake  
to guide the future  
as He has the past.   
Thy hope, thy confidence 
let nothing shake… 
all now mysterious  
shall be bright at last.   
Be still my soul,  
the waves and winds still 
know  
His voice who ruled them 
While He dwelt below.” 
 
May God bless us all with 
the grace to face the 
unknown with courage and 
hope!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

surfaces:  What are the 
“old treasures” that we 
should hang on to, and 
what are the “new 
treasures” that we should 
embrace?  Now that 
would make for some 
lively discussions in 
Sunday School class!   
 
As a general principle, we 
can return to the 
traditional Anabaptist 
understanding of 
discernment: God’s 
people gathered around 
the Word, asking for the 
Holy Spirit’s leading in 
their deliberations.  That, 
of course, doesn’t ensure 
an easy process!   
 
Perhaps, we should put 
that big question on hold 
and see about practicing 
some “baby steps” first.  
Like – Can we accept 
(better yet, get excited 
about) our new 
bathrooms?   What about 
the new arrangements of 
several SS classrooms 
and the “bread room”, 
necessitated by our new 
“coffeehouse”?    
 
A more significant change 
on the near horizon for 
Beech is pastoral 
leadership.  For me, this is 
a personal challenge to 
face my fears of change 
and the unknown.  On the 
one hand, it’s hard to think 
of leaving a place and 
people I have come to 
love deeply over nine-plus 
years.  On the other hand, 
I must accept the reality 
that “way leads on to 

“A great place to put 

down roots and grow!” 

The next issue of Branching Out will be published on October 2, 2016.   
Deadline for submissions is midnight on Sunday, September 25. 

Please consider submitting testimonies of God at work in your life, tidbits for “Did 
You Know,” words of thanks and encouragement for Barnabas’ Corner, Peace & 
Justice, news from your commissions, small groups, Sunday School classes, and 
more!  

Submit items via email to beechcommunications@gmail.com (email is preferred!) 
or place in Megan Frederick’s mailbox.  Thank you! 

mailto:beechcommunications@gmail.com

