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Fall begins at “The Beech” 

 

 

Three Youth Baptized 

On Sunday, October 2, we 
were blessed to witness 
three young people declare 
their desire to follow Jesus 
and be baptized during the 
worship service.   
 

 
Emily Miller, daughter of 
Jarrod and Stephanie 
Miller, is a sixth grader at 
Lake Center Christian 
School.  Emily enjoys 
playing volleyball and 
basketball, and she has 
shared her skills on the 
viola with us here at 
Beech.  
 

 
Karl Helmuth is the son of 
Patrick Helmuth and Amy 
Glick Helmuth. He is an 
accomplished violin player, 
as we have been blessed 
to enjoy, and he also 
competes on the swim 
team at the North Canton 
YMCA.  

 
Hannah Frederick is the 
daughter of David and 
Megan Frederick.  She is 
a sixth grader at 
Marlington Middle School, 
where she is a member of 
the band, student council, 
and academic challenge 
team.  
 
We pray God’s richest 
blessing on these young 
people as they continue to 
walk in his ways, and give 
our support and help to 
them as they continue to 
grow.  We are thankful for 
you! 
 

Congregational Meeting 

On Sunday, October 30, a 
large crowd enjoyed a 
carry-in meal following the 
worship service, and most 
in attendance stayed for 
the annual meeting.  Jen 
Hartzler, Congregational 
Chair, presided over the 
meeting and led a 
devotional.  Bryan 
Leaman led a hymn, and 
the financial plan was 
given by treasurer Paul 
Helmuth.  Pastor Dan 
finished the meeting with 
a review of Ohio 
Conference and MUSA, 
along with closing 
comments in his final 

annual meeting.  Many 
thanks to our secretary, 
Judy Juskiw, for the 
many hours it takes to 
put together the annual 
report, and to all who 
helped by submitting 
reports or assisting in 
any way! 
 

Fall E.L.F. Nights Wrap Up 

Our fall ELF Nights (Eat, 
Learn, Fellowship) 
wrapped up this past 
week on Wednesday 
night, with strong 
attendance from adults 
and children throughout 
the fall. Delicious meals 
were enjoyed, along with 
a chance to fellowship 
and catch up in the 
middle of our busy 
weeks.  The children 
enjoyed time outdoors, 
along with work on 
memory verses and 
opportunities to practice 
their special music for 
Advent. 
 
Guest speaker Robert 
Hammill, from 
Everence, shared with 
joint adult classes on the 
final evening.  These 
classes had wrapped up 
a Bible study on Prayer, 
and a class on the 5 
Love Languages.  The 
Hearts and Hands 
Serving class was busy 
as usual—more details 
are in the Missions & 
Service report.  Thank 
you to all who made ELF 
Nights possible! 
 



 

 Branching Out Page 2 of 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 

Did you know... 
...that Sandy Simon, who 
is working for the Stark 
County Board of 
Elections, was in the 
background of a 
Repository picture in last 
Thursday's paper 
featuring two of the poll 
workers?  She's doing 
various duties including 
going to senior facilities to 
collect votes. 
 
...that David Miller has 
been donating many of his 
late fall crops at the 
Picking Patch, including 
red beets and peppers, to 
food centers such as 
the Louisville Food 
Cupboard and Hope 
Outreach Mission in 
Canton?  Vernon Yoder 
and Roger Slater have 
been doing most of the 
picking and delivering 
truckloads of produce to 
people who rely on these 
centers for much of their 
food. 
 
…that Abby Hartzler has 
been playing volleyball on 
the Marlington fourth 

News and Notes                                         

 grade team?  She is new 
to the sport, but has 
learned a lot in her first 
season! 
 
...that Sydney 
Bostjancic, varsity 
goalkeeper of the 
Nordonia Lady Knights, 
invited her grandparents, 
Roger and Deanna 
Slater, to participate in 
her Senior Night 
recognition ceremony at 
her last home game in 
October?   Since she is 
planning to become a 
veterinarian, this ended 
her year-round soccer 
participation since grade 
school. as well as their 
attendance at nearly all 
her games. 
 
 

Our Deepest Sympathy 
is extended to the family 
of Edward Maurer who 
died suddenly during his 
dialysis treatment on 
October 1, 2016.  In 
addition to his mother, 
Lucille (Martin) Maurer 
of Beech Mennonite 
Church, he is survived by 

his wife, Frances 
(Sommers) Maurer, a 
sister, Carole (Duane) 
Hallman, and their family. 
His service and burial 
were at St. Mary of the 
Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church and 
cemetery in Morges. 
Memorial contributions 
may be made to the 
church.     
 

Barnabas’ Corner 
Words of encouragement to 

one another as we follow 

Jesus together 

Thanks to the Praise 
Team for worship and 
inspiration.  
                    -Jim Witmer 
 
I am thankful for the time 
Dan and Jeanette have 
ministered here at Beech. 
They have been a 
blessing to all of us. I wish 
them God's richest 
blessings as they move on 
to the next step in their 
lives.  -Nancy Schneider 
(seconded, I’m sure, by 
the rest of the church!) 
 

On June 6th, all are 
invited to join the Beech 
Women Serving at 9 a.m. 
in Fellowship Hall for a 
morning of sewing, 
quilting, and craft projects 
for the children which will 
benefit of several local 
missions, according to 
Patty Yoder, BWS 
president.  There will also 
be a special luncheon 
prepared by Lavera 
Helmuth.   Jeanette King 
will give devotions.   
 
Mission and Service 
project for June through  

 
 
 

 

 
Andrew Willett posed with 
some Beech fans who came 
out to cheer him on in a 
recent St. Thomas Aquinas 
football game! 

 
 

 
 

 
Beets, peppers, and more 
from the Pickin’ Patch have 
been feeding those in need 
this fall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events: 
Guys’ Night Out: The second Tuesday of each month.  The next one will be held 
Tuesday, November 8: guys will meet at Carnation Cinemas in the Alliance Mall at 
6:35 for the 6:40 showing of the movie Hacksaw Ridge, about a pacifist soldier in 
World War 2.   
 
Ladies’ Night Out: The fourth Tuesday of each month, at 7:30 pm.  The next one 
will be held Tuesday, November 22, 7:30 pm, at Grinder’s in Louisville. 
 
Beech Lunch Bunch: The second Wednesday of each month, at noon at 
Thompson’s Dairyland.  The next one will be Wednesday, November 9. 
 
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner: Sunday, November 13, 5:30 pm.  All are welcome—
invite your family and friends!  Last names beginning with letters A-M, please plan to 
bring a side dish, last names N-Z, please plan to bring a dessert. 
 
Farewell Dinner for Pastor Dan and Jeanette: Sunday, November 20, following 
worship.  Please join us for a special day to recognize and thank Dan & Jeanette for 
their 9+ years of service at Beech.  Main dish, salad, rolls, & beverages provided.  
Last names beginning with letters A-M, please plan to bring a dessert, last names N-
Z, please plan to bring a side dish. 
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Missions and Service Update 

 

The children brought their 
smiles for their Fall pictures 
in October. They also had a 
lot of smiles for their 
Harvest Party.  A wagon 
ride, harvest bingo, find the 
pumpkin, bean bag toss, 
and find the pumpkin in the 
cool whip were just a few of 
the activities. A big thank 
you to Roger Slater for the 
pumpkins and Indian corn. 
The children really enjoyed 
decorating them and 
carving the class room 
pumpkins. 
  
November will bring 
thoughts of all we are 
thankful for. We will 
celebrate together with our 
own Thanksgiving dinner. 
The children always enjoy 
helping with the meal. They 
make the pumpkin pie, 
butter, and rolls. They also 

Shepherd’s Gate Child Care Center Update      Janet Mangus, director 

 
create all the centerpieces 
and decorations for the 
event. 
  
We are looking for a lead 
teacher for the 3-year-old 
class to be reopened. We 
are getting more calls for 3-
year-olds, therefore we 
have an employment 
opportunity for a loving 
caring person who enjoys 
being with young children. If 
you or someone you know 
would be interested in a 
rewarding career working 
with young children, please 
contact Janet Mangus at 
330-875-3399 or email at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com.  
  
Shepherd’s Gate has 
openings available in our 3-
, 4-, and 5-year-old 
classrooms. We also have 

openings left for before- 
and after-school care. Our 
toddler class is full and we 
are working on a wait list. If 
you or someone you know 
is looking for quality 
Christian childcare, please 
let them know about 
Shepherd’s Gate. Beech 
Mennonite Church 
members get a 25% 
discount on tuition.  Our 
phone number is 330-875-
3399 or email us at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com . 
  
Thank you for your 
continued support and 
generosity for the children, 
their families, and the staff 
of Shepherd’s Gate. God 
has blessed us in so many 
ways! We are truly 
thankful! 
                 

 

Hearts and Hands 
Serving, under Patty 
Yoder's guidance,              
"wrapped up" their 
Christmas projects - some 
literally, this past 
Wednesday 
evening!  Starting on the 
first ELF night, they 
completed 43 tote bags for 
ladies at the Canton 
YWCA women's shelter 
and filled them with 
personal care items.   
 
Our “Mrs. Santas” also 
decorated 100 bags for 
Hope Outreach Mission in 
Canton; Pastor Marilyn will 

fill these for her church 
members' Christmas.   
Another project for 
exceptionally needy people 
was the wrapping of pairs of 
warm socks, along with a 
couple treats, for 50 
homeless men who sleep at 
the Refuge of Hope in 
Canton. 
 
The last project wrapped 
was the yearly special gift 
for each of our Beech 
seniors. 
   
Beech Women Serving will 
meet on Wednesday, 
December 7 to continue 
working on comforters and a 

The next issue of Branching Out will be published on December 4, 2016.   
Deadline for submissions is midnight on Sunday, November 27. 

 
Please consider submitting testimonies of God at work in your life, tidbits for “Did You Know,” words of thanks and 
encouragement for Barnabas’ Corner, Peace & Justice, news from your commissions, small groups, Sunday School 
classes, and more!   
 

Submit items via email to beechcommunications@gmail.com (email is preferred!) or place in  
Megan Frederick’s mailbox.  Thank you! 

quilt from 9 am until 2 pm. 
The members are 
combining their culinary 
contributes for a special 
Christmas luncheon, 
following their brief 
business session, prayers 
and devotions.  All women 
are welcome to attend the 
work session in the sewing 
room and lunch at noon in 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
Items are being collected 
for Thanksgiving baskets 
for needy families.  See the 
Missions & Service bulletin 
board for tags with items 
that are needed. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

tel:330-875-3399
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
tel:330-875-3399
tel:330-875-3399
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
mailto:beechcommunications@gmail.com
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Blake Hershberger was 
featured in a recent 
Bluffton University 
Parents’ Connection email 
newsletter, with an article 
about his Guatemala 
experience last summer, 
as well as his upcoming 
semester abroad in 
Amman, Jordan:  

During the summer of 
2016, Blake Hershberger 
’18, an international 
peace, justice and conflict 
studies major from 
Canton, Ohio, immersed 
himself in the Guatemalan 
culture. Hershberger lived 
in Guatemala City for one 
month with the aid of a 
$1,500 Summer Discovery 
Grant awarded by Bluffton 
University to students who 
are interested in exploring 
the intersection of 
vocation and faith.  

“The nice thing about the 
Summer Discovery Grant 
is that it doesn’t put you in 
a box. There is a variety of 
ways you can use the 
grant,” said Hershberger. 
“It’s there for you to 
continue your learning and 
continue to discover your 
vocation during the 
summer.”  

Hershberger definitely 
doesn’t like to be put in a 
box. Along with an 
academic advisor, he 
developed his own major 
at Bluffton and he has 
been accepted into an 
alternate semester abroad 
program. In the future, 
Hershberger wants to do 
humanitarian and peace 
work through Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) 
or Christian Peacemaker 
Teams (CPT).  

He was first introduced to 
these organizations by his 

parents who raised him to 
be conscious of social 
justice in everyday life. 
“Growing up in a 
Mennonite church also 
makes me very aware of 
MCC and their missions. 
Having people in my life 
that care about social and 
humanitarian issues, 
whether it is domestic or 
international, has made 
me aware of their 
existence.”  

While in Guatemala, 
Hershberger lived with a 
host family and studied 
Spanish at Central 
America Study and 
Service (CASAS) through 
the Latin American 
Anabaptist Seminary 
(Semilla).  

”I wanted to go to a place 
I’ve never been to so I 
could learn more about 
the culture. One, because 
that’s what I’m really 
interested in and two, 
because I think it will give 
me a better sense of 
where I would like to 
work,” he said.   

On a typical day, 
Hershberger spent the 
morning in Spanish-
language lessons at 
CASAS and then spent 
time with his host family. 
On the weekends, he 
visited with his host 
family’s extended family 
and traveled both inside 
and outside the city, 
including time spent at 
some Mayan ruins sites 
and climbing a volcano.  

The most important 
aspect of the experience 
was overcoming the 
language barrier. “What I 
came to realize is that all 

of these important classes 
I’m taking at Bluffton are 
helpful in their own 
setting, but if I can’t speak 
the language fluently it’s 
harder to actually apply 
what I already know,” said 
Hershberger. “It’s much 
harder to communicate, 
connect, and work with 
people if I don’t have the 
extra knowledge of the 
language.”  

Hershberger is already 
working on his next 
adventure. In the spring of 
2017, Hershberger will 
spend a semester in 
Amman, Jordan, which he 
hopes will establish 
another global setting for 
him to consider for his 
career path.  

“One of the things I really 
want to do is not only 
learn about multiple 
cultures but also go to as 
many countries and as 
many cultures in those 
countries as I can."  

As Hershberger continues 
college and moves toward 
a vocation of international 
peace and justice, he 
considers Bluffton and his 
own Mennonite roots to 
play a key role in his 
understanding of global 
conflict. “I didn’t really 
think much about what 
pacifism and what that 
stuff meant until the end of 
my freshmen year in 
college. I started to think 
that maybe that could be a 
very valuable way of living 
and solving problems.” 
With a fresh perspective 
on global context and 
vocational directions, 
Hershberger looks to 
expand peace, justice and 
resolution on a global 
level.  

 

Blake Hershberger’s travels in Bluffton publications 

 

 
Blake shared his stories 
about Guatemala in the joint 
adult Sunday School class 
this summer.  Our prayers for 
safety, health, and a positive 
experience go with him as he 
travels to Amman, Jordan 
next semester!  Blake is the 
son of Barry and Tanya 
Hershberger. 
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In this country, I think it is 
easy to take what we have 
for granted. And it seems 
that one day to celebrate all 
that we are thankful for is a 
little ridiculous. I also happen 
to find it ridiculous that we 
follow the day of 
Thanksgiving with the 
onslaught of consumerism, 
but I cannot say that I am 
not guilty of participating in 
that myself.  
 
So I propose that we try to 
think of all of the simple 
things God has blessed us 
with. Have you ever tried to 
write down all of things you 
are thankful for? I have on 
two occasions tried to list as 
many as I could. I remember 
a couple things about this 
activity:  
1) that my hand and brain 
got tired long before I could 
complete the task,  

2) how interesting it was to 
see the pattern of the 
things I wrote down,  
3) how trivial my problems 
seemed when compared to 
the amazing way God has 
blessed me, a sinner. 
 
I find that when I am 
stressed, feel fearful, or 
anxious, thinking on the 
simple things that God has 
blessed me with removes 
the negative feelings and 
reminds me that our Father 
is amazing, all knowing, 
ever loving, full of 
grace, and so much more. I 
think on my wife and 
marriage, my two wonderful 
children, a family that is 
loving and committed to 
each other, and a church 
family that I consider my 
extended family. I think on 
how God provides 
everything at all the right 

times. And this reminds me 
of the scripture verses of 
Matthew 6:25-34.  
 
In times of transition, 
unrest, and uncertainty, it is 
easy to feel the need to 
take care of one's self. But 
we are only human, and our 
Father has so much more 
understanding, wisdom, 
protection, and blessing in 
store for us, especially 
when we trust in Him and 
follow where He leads. 
Thanksgiving is a time 
when we give thanks for all 
that we have. There is 
foundational goodness in 
that practice. But I think we 
can do better. How about 
giving thanks for the simple 
things He will provide in our 
need, and trusting in that. 
Seek ye first the Kingdom. 
Here I am Lord. 
 
 

Thanksgiving Reflection: The Simple Things                        Matt Hartzler 

 

 
We will give thanks as a 
church family on Sunday, 
November 13, at a 5:30 
pm meal.  We will also 
have an opportunity to 
bless others with an 
offering for the ministry of 
our guest speaker. 

Everence Announcement: 
 
DIRECT IRA CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS:  Federal income tax law, made 
permanent in December 2015, allows IRA holders 70 1/2 and older to exclude from 
Federal adjusted gross income and taxable income any of their IRA distributions made 
directly payable to a charity. Also, these distributions are excluded from Ohio taxable 
income. 
  
Paul J. Helmuth, Everence Advocate 

 

 

The MYF room 
was packed 
with kids and 
youth on a 
recent 
Wednesday 
evening—even 
with a few kids 
missing!  An 
exciting sign 
for the future at 
Beech!  
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At our annual Elders’ 
Retreat this fall, I brought 
the above title as a 
suggestion to be 
considered for our 2017 
theme.  It is taken from 
Romans 12:12:  
“Be joyful in hope, 
patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.”     
In thinking about the 
significant changes our 
congregation faces in the 
coming days, I wanted to 
promote a joyful view of 
the future, a confident 
hope/trust in God’s 
faithfulness in providing all 
that Beech needs.      
 
My idea, however, was 
quickly overshadowed by 
another person’s 
suggestion – “Here I am, 
Lord” – complete with 
Bible references and a list 
of applicable hymns.  (Tim 
and Gayle are already at 
work designing another 
“knock-out-of-the-park” 
banner!)  I am excited 
about the impact that this 
theme could have on our 
church during 2017, even 
as I reflect on the many 
ways our “Courageous” 
theme has directed and 
energized us this year.  
  
Motivated by a touch of 
nostalgia, I decided to 
search my computer’s 
files for the first few 
“Pastor’s Corners” I wrote 
back in 2007.  Perhaps I 
would find a few gems as 
“bookends” for the 104 
monthly newsletter articles 
I’ve written.  I was not 
disappointed.  My first 
one, July, came in two 
sections: a challenge to 
pray at least 15 minutes 
over 21 days for “new 
life”, for  a) the new 
pastor, b) all Beech 

Pastor’s Corner: Joyful in Hope     Pastor Dan King 

 
Beech Mennonite 

Church 
10037 Easton St 

Louisville, OH 44641 
 

PHONE: 
(330) 875-1133 

 
 

E-MAIL: 
Dan King, Pastor 

beechchurchpastor@gmail.com 
 

Judy Juskiw, Secretary 
beechchurchsecretary@gmail.com 

 
 

Megan Frederick, 
Communications Coordinator 

beechcommunications@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.beechmennonitechurch.org 

facebook.com/beechmennonite 

  

“(This) system is not a 
magic wand that will bring 
new people flocking to our 
doors.  Young adults are 
not impressed with worship 
experiences that are 
contrived.  Genuine 
relationships of care and 
involvement across age 
levels are far more 
effective than fast-paced 
color and sound.”   
 
How timely those words 
seem to be, nine years 
later!  It has been exciting 
(and humbling) to see a 
growing number of young 
families becoming involved 
here at “the Beech” in 
recent years.  I can only 
encourage you to keep 
praying and discussing 
how you might be even 
more effective in sharing 
the good news of the 
Kingdom with those around 
you.   
 
As I say my goodbyes, with 
great difficulty, to this 
wonderful congregation, I 
am “joyful in hope”, 
confident that “…he who 
began a good work in 
you will carry it on to 
completion until the day 
of Christ Jesus.”  (Phil. 
1:6) 
   Love always, Pastor Dan 

 
 

people, and c) the 
unchurched around us.     
 
The second part was the 
observation that there are 
many important stories of 
faith to be told here at 
Beech, to help counteract 
the “growing disconnect 
between generations.”   
(Remember those 
combined adult/youth SS 
sessions when persons 
shared their faith 
journeys?  Time to do that 
again?) 
 
In the August 2007 issue, 
I referred to a talk Juan 
Seiber (Mennonite pastor 
in Argentina) had given in 
a Central Christian chapel.  
He described the 
Mennonite Church in 
North America as a 
“sleeping giant.”  I used 
his observation to exhort 
Beech to be more keenly 
aware of the great 
potential we have here for 
outreach and growth.  I 
was more specific: “If the 
church is going to survive 
(and thrive) we MUST find 
ways to engage (those 
age 18-35) in the life of 
the church.”  To be 
effective in our outreach 
efforts, I continued, we 
must realize that “more of 
our Kingdom- building 
activities will need to take 
place outside our church 
building.”    
 
The following month I 
wrote about “New 
Wineskins” in worship.   
We were excited, at that 
point, about our new 
screen/projector system.    
It could be used in so 
many creative ways to 
enhance our worship 
experience!  There 
followed a note of caution:   

“A great place to put 

down roots and grow!” 

It is with grateful hearts 
for over 9 years of 
service that we will 
celebrate Dan and 
Jeanette at a meal 
following their final 
worship service on 
Sunday, November 20.  
Please spread the word 
to those who might like 
to wish Dan & Jeanette 
well, but who might no 
longer attend regularly! 

mailto:beechcommunications@gmail.com

