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Digging into Revelation during April 

 Following a busy Lent and 
Easter season, we began 
to dig into the final book of 
the Bible, Revelation, in a 
six-part sermon series.  
Pastor Dan, with help from 
Patrick Helmuth, has led 
us through some of the 
many twists and turns in 
Revelation, helping us to 
find some of the more 
applicable points for our 
daily lives.  
 
As part of our look through 
Revelation, Pastor Dan 
asked the children to use 
their imaginations and 
artistic skills to create 
illustrations of some of the 
descriptive language in the 
book.  The children   

illustrated the four “living 
creatures” that surrounded 
the throne, each with six 
wings and many eyes.  
 
The following week, the 
children illustrated the 
horsemen described in 
Revelation, each on a 
different-colored horse, 
and carrying a different 
symbolic item.  The 
children enjoyed creating 
their artwork to share with 
the congregation, and it 
was great to see them 
digging into their Bibles to 
get the details just right as 
they drew!  You can see 
their creative artwork 
displayed in the nursery 
hallway.  

  

 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Guys’ Night Out: The second Tuesday of each month.  The next one will be held 
Tuesday, May 10 at Grinder’s in Hartville.  Please note the time change: 7:30 pm! 
 
Ladies’ Night Out: The fourth Tuesday of each month.  The next one will be held 
Tuesday, May 24, at Panera in Alliance.  Please note the time change: 7:30 pm! 
 
Beech Lunch Bunch: The second Wednesday of each month, at noon at 
Thompson’s Dairyland.  The next one will be Wednesday, May 11. 
 
Movie Night: Saturday, May 14, 6:30 pm.  Popcorn will be provided, if you’d like a 
beverage other than water, please bring it along! 
 
Central Christian School Concert Choir: Sunday, May 15 at Beech! 
 
Vacation Bible School: June 13 – 17 this year (Monday-Friday evenings!) Invite 
family and friends! 
 
Another summer date for the calendars—Annual Beech Campout at West 
Branch: August 12-14.  See Jarrod Mottice if you plan to camp for the weekend.  
If you’re not camping, plan to come out for the day on Saturday, August 13! 
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Did you know... 
…that Blake 
Hershberger was 
prominently featured in an 
article in The Mennonite, 
about a Bluffton University 
project meant to bring 
attention to the 
homelessness crisis?  
Blake and some of his 
fellow students lived in 
makeshift shelters on $2 a 
day to experience the 
challenges of 
homelessness.  He had 
several quotes in the 
article.  Blake was also 
the recipient of one of 
Bluffton University’s 2016 
Summer Discovery 
Grants! He will spend time 
in Guatemala exploring 
his interest in international 

News and Notes                                         

 

Thank you to everyone that 
came to our annual Spring 
Sing. Your support means 
so much. The children 
worked very hard learning 
new songs about 
friendship. They also put 
on a Spanish 
demonstration with Pastor 
Dan.  
 
Refreshments were served 
in the Fellowship Hall 
following the performance. 
Miss Lavera and the 
children baked four 
different kinds of cookies to 
share with family and 
friends. Thank you to 
Brandon Mottice for 
putting together a 
wonderful power point 
presentation for our 
program. 
 
May’s Bible memory verse 
is “As a mother comforts 
her child so will I comfort 
you.” Isaiah 66:13. 

Shepherd’s Gate Child Care Center Update      Janet Mangus, director 

 

peace, justice and conflict 
studies.  Blake is a 
sophomore at Bluffton, 
and is the son of Barry 
and Tanya Hershberger.  
You can read the full 
article at: 
https://themennonite.org/d
aily-news/students-live-2-
day-better-understand-
poverty/ 
 
…that Doreen Klan’s 
granddaughter, Ashley 
Kilmer is now Dr. Ashley 
Kilmer?  She successfully 
defended her dissertation 
and has earned her PhD. 
in Criminology!  She will 
be an assistant professor 
in Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts and also 
continuing her research 
there.  Her graduation is 

May 27th in Wilmington, 
Delaware. 
 
…that Jordan Hendrix, 
after almost 3 years, will 
soon be able to be home 
with his family?  Jordan is 
Doreen’s grandson and 
has been on our prayer 
list for several years since 
a severe accident.  He will 
continue to have re-hab 
therapy at a facility near 
his home, which the family 
will take him to.  He has 
had numerous surgeries 
to be able to get to this 
point.  He is a tough 
cookie and we praise the 
Lord for bringing him to 
this place in his 
life.  Doreen thanks 
everyone for their prayers 
and says that he still 
needs them. 
 
 

 
 
 

, 

This month we will be 
learning about mothers, 
how gardens grow, all 
about bees, and safety. 
We will certainly have busy 
little hands making cards 
and Mother’s Day gifts for 
all the mommies. Pastor 
Dan is going to share with 
us his knowledge of bees 
and all the good work they 
do. 
 
As you are doing your 
pring cleaning please 
remember Shepherd’s 
Gate Rummage and Plant 
Sale on May 21 from 8 am 
to 2 pm. We will be 
accepting donations 
starting May 17th to May 
20th from 8 am to 6 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. All 
proceeds benefit the 
children of Shepherd’s 
Gate. Your support and 
donations are greatly 
appreciated. 
 
 

Shepherd’s Gate has 
openings available in our 3, 
4, and 5-year old 
classrooms. We also have 
openings left for before and 
after school care. Our 
toddler class is full and we 
are working on a wait list. If 
you or someone you know 
is looking for quality 
Christian childcare, please 
let them know about 
Shepherd’s Gate. We also 
have openings for our 
summer program if 
someone should need just 
summer care. Beech 
Mennonite Church 
members get a 25% 
discount on tuition.  Our 
phone number is 330-875-
3399 or email us at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com. 
 
Thank you for your 
generous support and 
donations. The staff and 
children of Shepherd’s 
Gate appreciate all you do. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Blake Hershberger had 
some challenging living 
conditions April 4-8 during 
his $2 Challenge! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://themennonite.org/daily-news/students-live-2-day-better-understand-poverty/
https://themennonite.org/daily-news/students-live-2-day-better-understand-poverty/
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-Trinity Mennonite 
Church: Repaired and re-
sided a mower shed.  
 
Monday through Friday we 
spent 4-5 hours each day 
at one of these work 
assignments. Weekends 
were free to whatever we 
wished to do. On our work 
assignments we were able 
to meet and work with so 
many wonderful people 
from the community as 
well as fellow SOOPers.  
 
Our SOOP community 
"family" consisted of 
around 11 people most of 
the time, that was 21 
different people over the 4- 
week period, all sharing a 
7-bedroom guest house. 
We shared our lives 
through fellowship, meals, 
games, activities, sharing 
meal prep and clean up 
and the housekeeping 
work.  
 
One of our favorite 
activities was the evening 
meals, all sitting together 
around the large table for 
an hour or two after eating, 
sharing about the days' 
assignments, our life 
histories, playing the 
"Mennonite game", and 
just learning to know each 
other and how God has 
lead us all there together.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SOOP has changed its 
name from Service 
Opportunities for Older 
People to Service 
Opportunities with Our 
Partners, because SOOP 
now provides short term 
service opportunities for 
families, and adults of all 
ages.  It is designed to 
join the experiences and 
skills of adults with 
missional faith 
communities all across the 
United States and 
Canada. SOOP is jointly 
administrated by 
Mennonite Missions 
Network and MCC 
Canada. Check the SOOP 
web site (printed at right) 
for available service sites, 
and registration 
information.  
 
We chose to serve for four 
weeks with the Phoenix 
Menno SOOP program in 
Glendale, Arizona. We 
had heard a lot about the 
SOOP program there from 
my father, David 
Hostetler, who has lived 
in that community the past 
36 years and also wanted 
to be able to spend time 
with him and others from 
my family living in the 
Phoenix area.  
 
Our work assignment 
opportunities there 
included:  

  

Serving with SOOP                                                            by Vern & Kay Reinford 

 
 

It is time for a call to arms. No, not the kind you think. 

Not the kind that has a Christian college president calling on students to arm themselves to “end those Muslims…” 

Not the kind that has presidential candidates and their devotees spewing violent rhetoric against Muslims, refugees, 
Mexicans, African Americans, homosexuals and women…. 

Not the kind that stokes fear against all manner of perceived terror threat with calls to “carpet bomb [ISIS] into oblivion.” 

NO! 

Rather, Mary’s magnificent “call to arms” in an exaltation of praise: 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
     and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, …. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
     he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
     and lifted up the lowly…” 

A call that rings with the fearless joy born of resistance to despots in every age by those who stand firm within an 
alternative narrative; those who trust that “God’s arm is not too short to save.” 

A call that knows true power lies with the powerless whom God uses over and over to turn the world around. 

A call for those clad with the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shoes of the gospel of peace, the shield 
of faith, the helmet of salvation, wielding the most powerful of all swords—the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. 

It is time to end whatever complacency may have lulled us (persons of white privilege for the most part) into a status quo 
stupor! Vitriol and hysteria are escalating daily with immediate harm to refugees and to racial and religious minorities, 
many of whom are neighbors, co-workers, and family members. 

When despotic, brutish power bares its ugly fangs, things snap into focus—and we finally see. We see with a clarity that 
otherwise eludes us while blinded by our privileged status. We see the demagoguery of our current reality through the 
prism of prophetic biblical calls for justice. And in seeing, our spiritual imagination is called to high alert. 

In a New York Times op ed column last week “Finding peace within the holy texts,” David Brooks recalled the book Not 
in God’s Name by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks. Brooks summarizes several insights from the book like this (my emphasis): 
“The great religions are based on love, and they satisfy the human need for community. But love is problematic. Love is 
preferential and particular. Love excludes and can create rivalries. Love of one scripture can make it hard to enter 
sympathetically into the minds of those who embrace another….Read simplistically, the Bible’s sibling rivalries seem 
merely like stories of victory or defeat — Isaac over Ishmael. But all three Abrahamic religions have sophisticated, 
multilayered interpretive traditions that undercut fundamentalist readings… The reconciliation between love and justice is 
not simple, but for believers the texts, read properly, point the way…. [The]…answer to religious violence is probably 
going to be found within religion itself, among those who understand that religion gains influence when it renounces 
power.” 

Imagine a world armed by Spirit-empowered learning communities, like AMBS, where followers of Jesus and spiritually 
starved fundamentalists, and even those with little faith can gather to learn the sacred texts; the deep wisdom that has 
emboldened countless people to become truth tellers on behalf of the poor, the oppressed, the alien, and the stranger. 

Imagine a world armed with the strong arms of those who link in solidarity as communities of faith; small, intense 
communities where people gather and together find strength to stand firm in a counter narrative about “the good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.” 

-St. Mary's Food Bank 
and Hope for Hunger 
Food Bank: sorting and 
packing food items and 
delivering carts of food to 
clients' cars, giving us one 
on one opportunity with 
clients.  
 
-Abounding Services: 
mentoring immigrants 
seeking to speak English 
well enough to get a job.  
 
-House of Refuge, 
House of Hope, and 
House of Promise: home 
repair and cleaning.  
 
-International Rescue 
Committee: sorting and 
stocking a resettlement 
shop with donated 
clothing and household 
items, and helping 
refugees select items they 
need.  
 
-Goldensun: home 
repairs and other 
opportunities related to 
the developmental 
disabilities community.  
 
Several special projects:  
-Arizona Baptist 
Childrens Services and 
Family Ministries 
Pregnancy Center: 
bundling disposable 
diapers.  
 

 

 
 
More information on SOOP 
can be found on their 
web site: 
www.mennonitemission.net/
serve/soop/Pages/Home 
 
You can also follow them on 
Facebook at: 
https://www.facebook.com/
mennonitemission.soop 

 
The next issue of Branching Out will be published on June 5, 2016.   

Deadline for submissions is midnight on Sunday, May 29. 
 

Please consider submitting testimonies of God at work in your life, tidbits for “Did 
You Know,” words of thanks and encouragement for Barnabas’ Corner, Peace & 
Justice, news from your commissions, small groups, Sunday School classes, and 
more!   
 
Submit items via email to beechcommunications@gmail.com (email is preferred!) or 
place in Megan Frederick’s mailbox.  Thank you! 

mailto:beechcommunications@gmail.com
mailto:beechcommunications@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have this déjà vu feeling 
– that I’ve used this 
newsletter space a few 
times before to finish a 
sermon I didn’t have time 
to cover well in a 20- 
minute sermon.  This 
certainly is the case with 
last Sunday’s message on 
where we place our 
ultimate allegiance or 
loyalty!  On the one hand, 
as I indicated in the 
sermon, questions of our 
relationship to government 
are likely not the top 
issues for most of us.  
However, it may be helpful 
to re-think some of the 
dynamics between politics 
and our faith, especially 
during this rather bizarre 
presidential election year. 
 
We begin by 
acknowledging the tension 
between submission and 
resistance to the demands 
of government.  Peter’s 
refusal to obey (“We must 
obey God rather than 
men.”) in contrast to 
Paul’s instructions in 
Romans 13 about 
submitting to governing 
authorities.  Second, we 
recognize that committed 
followers of Jesus come 
out at different places.  
Take, for example, the 
military draft in earlier 
wars.  Many Christians 
enlisted and fought.  
Thousands of other men, 
however, like myself, 
asked for “Conscientious 
Objector” status and 
served for two years in 
areas of health, 
infrastructure, agriculture, 
etc. 
 
A wealth of wisdom and 
direction can be found in 
our Confession of Faith in 
a Mennonite Perspective.  
In addition to Sunday’s 

Pastor’s Corner: “The Rest of the Sermon”                                  Pastor Dan King 
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following: “Teach our 
congregations about our 
historic, faith-rooted 
tradition of peacemaking, 
listen to those who believe 
differently than we do, and 
challenge our nation to end 
its reliance on violence to 
solve problems….”   
 
Included in the pamphlet is 
this alternative pledge: “I 
pledge allegiance to Jesus 
Christ, and to God’s 
kingdom for which he died 
– one Spirit-led people the 
world over, indivisible, with 
love and justice for all.”  
Perhaps we should have 
Tim and Gayle put this on 
a banner and say it often, 
like we are doing with 
Joshua 1:9? 
 
An interesting side note on 
the Anabaptist view of 
separation of church and 
state: it plays no favorite to 
the political right or left 
when it comes to civil 
disobedience.  For 
example, if I were a 
physician pressured to 
perform an abortion, I 
would have to disobey, 
based on my conviction on 
the sanctity of life.  Equally, 
however, if I were a judge 
expected to hand down a 
death sentence to 
someone, I would also 
have to refuse.  (Isn’t life 
sacred, beginning to end?)   
 
Can we continue to discuss 
and challenge each other 
with last Sunday’s Key 
Question: How do we 
demonstrate that our 
allegiance to Jesus and his 
Kingdom supersedes all 
other loyalties? 

 
 
 

brief quotes, I’ll add a few 
more:  
 
“The church is the 
spiritual, social, and 
political body that gives its 
allegiance to God 
alone…The church knows 
no geographical 
boundaries and needs no 
violence for its protection.” 
 
“On a variety of political 
and social issues, 
individual Christians need 
the church to help them 
discern how to be in the 
world without belonging to 
the world.”  (It goes again 
the grain of our culture to 
ask anyone else for 
advice, doesn’t it?)  
 
Particular questions we 
should be willing to 
discuss include “…military 
service, holding office, 
government employment, 
voting, taxes, using flags, 
and seeking to influence 
legislation.”  Take the 
“pledge of allegiance,” for 
example.  At face value, I 
have no issue with the 
pledge to the flag. The 
difficulty, for me, lies in 
what it doesn’t say.  There 
is no provision given, 
when hand is placed over 
the heart, to add a 
qualifying statement, such 
as “I pledge allegiance to 
the flag… to obey our 
country’s laws and respect 
our leaders…unless they 
conflict with a direct 
command of Jesus.” 
 
As mentioned in the 
sermon, there is also 
much to consider in a 
small (green) pamphlet 
called “Good Citizenship 
– A Guide for Peace-
seeking Christians in 
the USA.” Eight broad 
suggestions include the 

“A great place to put 

down roots and grow!” 


