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Busy start to 2017 at Beech! 

 

The first two months of the 
new year were full of 
learning, change, 
fellowship, and worship 
here at Beech.  Here are 
some of the highlights of 
January and February, 
2017:  
 

Hineni: “Here I am, Lord” 
Our year began with a look 
at our theme for 2017, 
challenging ourselves to 
open our hearts and lives 
to stepping forward in faith 
and saying “Here I am, 
Lord!” when we are called.  
Interim pastor Jayne Byler 
shared with us a sermon 
series focusing on the 
many examples in 
scripture of God’s faithful 
responding with “Hineni,” 
and challenged all of us to 
do the same.  
 

 
Basketball 
Several men from Beech 
have been meeting at 
Worley School in Canton 
on Friday evenings to 
enjoy a few hours of 
basketball together.  The 
casual pick-up games will 
continue through Friday, 
March 24, and all are 
welcome to join!  
 

Mother-Daughter Retreat 
Four mother-daughter 
pairs headed to Camp Luz 

January 20-21.  The 
unseasonably warm 
weekend was spent 
relaxing, worshipping, and 
learning with one another.  
(including a “newspaper 
fashion show” pictured 
below) 

 

 
 

Soup & Game Night 
There was a great turnout 
for the annual Soup & 
Game Night, which was 
held on February 11.  
Adults and children 
enjoyed delicious soups, 
snacks, and desserts, 
then had a few hours to 
visit and play their favorite 
card and board games.  
Toward the end of the 
evening, an indoor bouncy 
house even made an 
appearance for the 
children!  See pictures of 
the evening on page 4. 

 
New Pew Cushions 
Beginning February 20, 
the sanctuary began a 
transformation, with 
custom cushions being 
installed on the backs 
and seats of our pews.  
The south half of the 
church was completed 
by Sunday worship on 
the 25th, with most of 
those in attendance 
enjoying the comfortable 
new seats.   
 

 
Ash Wednesday 
The observance of Ash 
Wednesday included a 
simple soup supper in 
the Fellowship Hall, 
followed by a worship 
service which included 
prayer, singing, and the 
sharing of ashes.   
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Did you know... 
 
...that Abby Hartzler was 
honored in January as the 
Kiwanis Student of the 
Month from Marlboro 
Elementary?  She and 
students from other 
elementary schools were 
honored at a Kiwanis 
meeting.  Abby was also 
named the 5th grade 
Student of the Month in 
February at Marlboro.  
Way to let your light shine, 
Abby! 
 
…that Amanda White 
had a lot of Beech 
volunteers, including 
Pastor Jayne, come to her 
Medical Assisting class at 
Alliance Career Center in 
January to let her "stick" 
them (draw blood)?  Her 
"sticks" were so quick and 
painless that several of 
the volunteers let her do 
both arms, allowing her to 
complete the 25 required 
sticks in a week!  She is 
now preparing to take her 
State Boards.  Amanda 
will graduate as a Medical 
Assistant in May!  
 
…that Karl, Peter, Anna, 
and Maria Helmuth all 
participated in the 

News and Notes                                         

 Northeast Ohio League 
championship swimming 
meet?  Their team, the 
North Canton YMCA, won 
first place in the meet!  
Congratulations, super 
swimmers! 
 
…that four “Beech Boys” 
are currently playing on 
the same indoor soccer 
team?  Jacob Miller, 
Andy Hartzler, Matthew 
Frederick, and Andrew 
Frederick all play on the 
Orange Leaf U10 soccer 
team on Saturdays at 
Sportzone in Alliance. 
Beech spectators have 
had lots to watch, with 
Jacob as a speedy 
defensive player, and 
exciting goals scored by 
the other three!  
 
…that two of our Beech 
ladies celebrated special 
birthdays recently?  Helen 
Oliver celebrated her 93rd 
birthday in January with 
three parties, each with a 
decorated cake or 
homemade pie!  And 
Margaret “Peg” 
Romesburg celebrated 
her 99th birthday in 
February with a card 
shower.   
 

…that five Beech children 
will be participating in the 
Mennonite Youth Choir 
Festival in Goshen, 
Indiana next weekend?  
Abby and Andy Hartzler 
and Hannah, Matthew, 
and Andrew Frederick 
will practice all day 
Saturday in preparation 
for the Sunday afternoon 
(March 12) concert with 
Mennonite children from 
several states.  The choir 
will be directed by Hal 
Hess, father of Matt 
Hartzler’s friend Jared 
who passed away from 
leukemia several years 
ago.   
 
…that February was a 
great month for our 
“Nights Out?”  Guys’ Night 
had a record 15 
attendees, and Ladies’ 
Night had a respectable 
12.  Can we top those 
numbers next month?  If 
you haven’t come for a 
while (or ever), maybe 
March is the month to 
come see what all the fuss 
is about! ☺ An opportunity 
to try something new, to 
get to know something 
new about someone else 
at Beech, and to invite a 
friend!  
 
 
 

Barnabas’ Corner 
Words of encouragement to 

one another as we follow 

Jesus together 

 

 

On June 6th, all are 
invited to join the Beech 
Women Serving at 9 a.m. 
in Fellowship Hall for a 
morning of sewing, 
quilting, and craft projects 
for the children which will 
benefit of several local 
missions, according to 
Patty Yoder, BWS 
president.  There will also 
be a special luncheon 
prepared by Lavera 
Helmuth.   Jeanette King 
will give devotions.   
 
Mission and Service 
project for June through  

 
 
 

 

 
The Beech (soccer) Boys:  
Jacob, Matthew, Andrew, 
and Andy 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Full tables and smiling faces 
at Ladies’ Night Out and 
Guys’ Night Out in February! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Guys’ Night Out: The second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm.  The next one will 
be held Tuesday, March 14, 7:30 pm at Blue Fig in Alliance. 
 
Ladies’ Night Out: The fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm.  The next one will 
be held Tuesday, March 28, 7:30 pm, at Jalisco in Alliance. 
 
Beech Lunch Bunch: The second Wednesday of each month, at noon at the 
Louisville Eagles.  The next one will be Wednesday, March 16. 
 
Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 8, 10:00 am.  Meet in the Fellowship Hall for an 
activity and egg hunt for babies through 5th grade (big kids can help hide!) All are 
welcome! 
 
Easter Brunch & Worship: Brunch served beginning at 9:15 am, with worship to 

follow at 10:30.  Please invite family and friends to join us! 
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Missions and Service Update 

 

Our February themes were 
filled with lots of love and 
friendship. The children 
worked on decorations for 
Valentine’s Day as well as 
their Valentine’s bags or 
boxes for our card 
exchange. Miss Lavera 
came to bake Valentine 
cookies. The children really 
enjoyed baking and eating 
what they made!  We will 
also had a pajama party in 
February. The children got 
to wear their jammies, 
watch a movie,  and enjoy a 
lunch of pancakes, 
sausage, hash browns, and 
fruit! 
  
Our February Bible Memory 
Verse was: Jesus said 
“Love each other as I have 
loved you.”   John 13:34 

 
Our March themes will be 
about taking care of our 
teeth, Dr. Seuss books, the 
color green, springtime, and 
kites. We will also be 
getting our spring pictures 
taken.  Louisville library will 
be visiting for a special 
story time. 
 
Our March Bible Memory 
Verse is: “A friend loves you 
for all time.” Proverbs 
17:17. 

Shepherd’s Gate Child Care Center Update      Janet Mangus, director 

 We have a table set up by 
the front doors for 
Scholastic books. All orders 
help to earn free books for 
our library. We earned 13 
books in January and 6 
books in February.  If you 
have any questions, please 
call or email Janet 
Mangus. Your support and 
orders are greatly 
appreciated. 
  
Thank you so very much for 
all the supply and snack 
donations in February. Your 
generosity and support 
means so much to 
everyone at Shepherd’s 
Gate. God bless you! 
  
May 27th will be our annual 
plant sale, bake sale, and 
food counter. This year we 
are having a garage sale 
instead of a rummage sale. 
Tables will be rented for 
garage sale items you wish 
to sell. So as you start your 
spring cleaning please keep 
in mind “one man’s trash is 
another man’s treasure.” 
You could earn money from 
items you don’t want 
anymore. Watch your 
mailboxes for more 
information! 
  

We are accepting 
employment applications 
for substitute teachers. If 
you or someone you know 
would be interested in a 
rewarding career working 
with young children, please 
contact Janet Mangus at 
330-875-3399 or email at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com.  
  
Shepherd’s Gate has 
openings available in our 2, 
3, 4, and 5-year-old 
classrooms. We also have 
openings left for before- 
and after-school care. Our 
toddler class is full and we 
are working on a wait list. If 
you or someone you know 
is looking for quality 
Christian childcare, please 
let them know about 
Shepherd’s Gate. Beech 
Mennonite Church 
members get a 25% 
discount on tuition.  Our 
phone number is 330-875-
3399 or email us at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com . 
  
Thank you for your 
continued support and 
generosity for the children, 
their families, and the staff 
of Shepherd’s Gate. 
 

God bless you. 
In His Love, 

Janet Mangus 
Director SGCCC 

 

The Christmas Gifts for 
Jesus offering was 
distributed by the Missions 
and Service Commission 
to Hope Outreach, S & H 
Agape Bread Ministry, The 
Lighthouse, Hannah’s 
House, the Louisville Food 
Pantry, and Blake 
Hershberger (for his CPT 
program) 
 
In January, 15 gallons of 
canned vegetables, plus a 
large bottle of Dawn dish 

soap were collected for 
Hope Ministries. During 
February, snacks were 
collected for Shepherd’s 
Gate Child Care Center.   
 
Sandy Roth helped to settle 
a Syrian Refugee family in 
Akron in February.  Several 
from Beech provided items 
for the family.   
 
Beech Women Serving 
met on Wednesday, March 
1.  The women also met on 

Wednesdays throughout 
the months of January and 
February on Wednesdays 
for open sewing times.  
Patty Yoder will once 
again lead the Hearts and 
Hands Serving class on 
ELF Nights beginning this 
Wednesday, and running 
thought Lent. 
 
Our former pew cushions 
have been donated to 
Hope Ministries for use 
with their outreach.   
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

tel:%28330%29%20875-3399
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
tel:330-875-3399
tel:330-875-3399
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
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Blake Hershberger, a 
junior at Bluffton 
University, is currently 
studying in Amman, 
Jordan with the Middle 
East Studies Program. He 
is enjoying his time of 
learning. When he is 
finished with the 
semester, he will be 
staying longer to 
participate in the Christian 
Peacemaker Team’s work 
of peace building. He says 
“Thanks to all who kindly 
donated money to help 
him participate in CPT.” 
He is very grateful for the 
way our church is so 
generous. He has raised 
all of the funds that he 
needs to participate in 
May. Here is what he 
wrote about his program 
placement: 
 
“My Christian Peacemaker 
Team placement has 
switched from 

Israel/Palestine to Iraqi 
Kurdistan as it will expand 
my knowledge of another 
region of the Middle East. 
In my current program 
(Middle East Studies 
Program) I have spent the 
last two months learning 
about the 
Israeli/Palestinian conflict, 
which culminated in an 
intensive two-week trip to 
Israel. While there, we 
had 30 speakers from a 
variety of perspectives, 
along with host family 
stays with both Jewish 
and Palestinian families. 
Our group met people 
from MCC (it turns out that 
MCC’s work is thought of 
very positively in the 
region) and CPT (the 
group I will be working 
with). Although I’m sure I 
would benefit from 
spending more time in 
May in Israel with CPT, I 
think it will be beneficial to 

work with another group of 
people.” -Blake  
 
CPT’s work in Iraqi 
Kurdistan focuses on 
human rights for the 
Kurdish people. They 
have been attacked and 
displaced, in a 
complicated history 
including Sadaam 
Hussein, the Gulf War and 
current pressure from 
Turkey and Iran. CPT 
seeks to build 
partnerships to transform 
violence and oppression. 
In northern Iraq, they 
“accompany mountain 
village and shepherd 
communities as they 
struggle for a peaceful 
existence, resisting 
displacement and 
destruction caused by 
Turkish and Iranian cross-
border military 
operations.” (from CPT’s 
website) 
 

Blake Hershberger: Update from the Middle East    

 

 
Blake (5th from left, back row) 
and his CPT team at the 
Jerash ruins in Jordan   

 

    
 

   

Soup & Game Night 

February 11 at Beech 
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On February 19, Jim and 
Rachel Witmer left for a 
three-month term of service 
in Nepal.  At the worship 
service that morning, they 
were surrounded by family 
and Beech friends, as we 
sent them off with our 
prayers for health, safety, 
and a trip full of God’s 
blessings for themselves 
and those they are serving.   
 
They began their trip with a 
week in Rome, and then 
traveled to Kathmandu, the 
capital city of Nepal.  Their 
assignment is with Top of 
the World Coffee Shop 
under direction of Dale and 
Bethsaba Nafziger, mission 
partners of Beech who came 
to speak to us on Mission 
Sunday in December.  

This will be a new 
experience for the Witmers 
since they will not be 
working in medical care.  
The Nafzigers explained 
their goals the Sunday they 
were at Beech.  The 
Witmers will be staying in a 
guest house about a 15 
minute walk from the coffee 
shop, so in preparation Jim 
and Rachel had been 
walking at least a mile a 
day before they left. 
 
They expect to return in the 
middle of May.  They will be 
available by email 
(ejwit@aol.com) and would 
eagerly receive 
communication from home!   
 
One song that has been 
special to them includes the 

words of John Greenleaf 
Whittier:  
 
Dear Lord and Father of 
mankind, 
Forgive our foolish ways. 
Reclothe us in our rightful 
mind, 
In purer lives thy service 
find, 
In deeper reverence praise. 
 
Jim and Rachel wrote: “We 
appreciate your prayers as 
we travel and serve.  
Please pray for the work of 
Christ’s Kingdom in Nepal.”  
 
We will continue to keep 
them in our prayers, and 
follow their work during their 
time away from us.  We 
look forward to hearing all 
about their work when they 
return! 
 
 

Witmers travel to Rome and Nepal                 

 

 
 

    

 
 

 

 

Jim and Rachel Witmer 
were sent off with prayer 
during the February 19 
worship service, before 
traveling to Nepal.  In the 
background, the 2017 
theme banner appropriately 
proclaims “Lord here am I, 
Send me!”  
 
 
 

 

A note from the Leidigs: 
"We are happy to hear that Jayne Byler is now at Beech as Interim Pastor.  She is warm 
and friendly and is committed to reaching out to the community.  We learned to know her 
at Summit and then at First Mennonite in Sugarcreek where Melvin pastored for 2 
years.  She was their first female pastor which was an adjustment for both she and 
congregation.  So we commend her to you and pray there will be continued growth and 
outreach.” --Melvin and Lois Leidig 

 

mailto:ejwit@aol.com
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Growing up in a traditional 
Mennonite community in 
western PA, “Lent” was 
not a word we knew let 
alone practiced.  If I heard 
of it at all it was from my 
Catholic friends at school 
and seemed to be isolated 
to their tradition. In those 
days, we were suspicious 
of anything outside our 
own tradition.  Several 
decades later, we as a 
Mennonite denomination, 
have been growing in our 
use of faith practices from 
many other denominations 
and traditions.  We have 
been greatly enriched 
because of them.  Advent, 
Lent and Pentecost have 
been introduced to us in 
new ways and have 
become a part of our own 
vocabulary.   
 
Leader magazine, a 
resource provided by 
MCUSA offers this 
introduction to this year’s 
Lenten experience with 
the theme “Restore us, O 
God”:   
 
Our world is filled with 
many voices and 
distractions that call us 
away from God—violence 
and fear, consumerism 
and materialism, hectic 
schedules and constant 

Pastor’s Corner: Restore Us, O God!          Pastor Jayne Byler 

 
Beech Mennonite 

Church 
10037 Easton St 

Louisville, OH 44641 
 

PHONE: 
(330) 875-1133 

 
 

E-MAIL: 
Jayne Byler, Interim Pastor 

beechchurchpastor@gmail.com 
 

Judy Juskiw, Secretary 
beechchurchsecretary@gmail.com 

 
 

Megan Frederick, 
Communications Coordinator 

beechcommunications@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.beechmennonitechurch.org 

facebook.com/beechmennonite 

  

In the weeks ahead we will 
look to the accounts in 
John’s Gospel of 
Nicodemus, the Samaritan 
woman, the man born 
blind, and Lazarus to give 
us deeper perspectives on 
our own life and faith.  
Besides the Sunday 
morning worship there will 
be other ways to focus on 
these passages.  I will lead 
an ELF class which will 
give opportunity to interact 
with these scriptures and 
experience prayer inspired 
by them.  You will also find 
a family resource, which 
includes devotions and 
activities designed for 
school aged children, at 
the mailboxes. This is 
another way to take this 
season into your home and 
daily life.  You don’t have 
to have children to use it!   
 
And so, we begin another 
season of Lent with our 
Ash Wednesday service.  
Through these next 6 
weeks may we come to 
know Christ more deeply, 
embody him more 
genuinely and serve him 
more fully.  Restore us, O 
God.   

 
 

 
 

busyness, to name just a 
few. As Christians, we are 
not immune to the side 
effects of living in this 
environment and can feel 
afraid, filled both with 
doubt and an inner 
restlessness. 
 
So what is an antidote to 
this perpetual 
bombardment? Enter the 
season of Lent. Lent is a 
40-day period in the 
Christian calendar that 
provides a chance to step 
back and create space, 
offering opportunities for 
reflection. It is a time to 
repent, to renew our 
commitment to God’s 
ways, and to empty 
ourselves of what distracts 
us from hearing God’s 
voice.  
 
Lent is often referred to as 
a wilderness, a space 
where the familiar is 
stripped away and we 
face our brokenness. 
Jesus began his ministry 
alone in the wilderness, 
where he faced 
temptation, fasted, and 
prayed… This is not a 
journey of perfection, but 
one where we face both 
the limits of our humanity 
and our need for divine 
transformation.  
 

“A great place to put 

down roots and grow!” 

 
The next issue of Branching Out will be published on April 2, 2017.   

Deadline for submissions is midnight on Sunday, March 26. 
 

Please consider submitting testimonies of God at work in your life, tidbits for 
“Did You Know,” words of thanks and encouragement for Barnabas’ Corner, 
Peace & Justice, news from your commissions, small groups, Sunday School 

classes, and more! 
 

Submit items via email to beechcommunications@gmail.com (email is preferred!) 
or place in Megan Frederick’s mailbox.  Thank you! 

mailto:beechcommunications@gmail.com
mailto:beechcommunications@gmail.com

