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Spring turns to Summer at Beech 

 

 

Missions Sunday 

Our Spring Missions 
Sunday featured guest 
speaker Duane Wykoff 
from Refuge of Hope in 
Canton.  He shared many 
details about his work 
serving those in 
homelessness and 
substance abuse in the 
Stark County community.  
He shared with us the 
physical and emotional 
needs of many of these 
men, and how his 
organization works to meet 
those needs.  More 
information is available at 
http://www.refugeofhope. 
org/ 
 

Meeting the Pastoral 

Candidate 

On the weekend of May 
20-21, those of us here at 
Beech had the chance to 
meet Pastor Matt Reed 
(our new pastoral 
candidate), his wife Janet, 
and their daughters, when 
they came for a series of 
introductory events.  On 
Saturday, the Reeds met 
with Church Council and 
the Elders over lunch, 
before attending a young 
adult gathering at the 
Hartzlers’ home that 
evening.  On Sunday, 
Pastor Matt shared a 
sermon, and the family 
attended a carry-in dinner 
with the congregation, 
followed by a Q & A 
session.  An affirmation 
ballot for Pastor Matt Reed 
will be held today (June 4). 

 
 

Shepherd’s Gate Garage 

Sale, Plant Sale, and Bake 

Sale 

The hard work of many 
volunteers made the 
Shepherd’s Gate sale on 
May 27 a success, raising 
over $3500 to support 
Shepherd’s Gate.  Our 
plant growers have been 
working for months to 
prepare the beautiful 
plants for the sale, and 
once again they brought 
people in who were 
excited to purchase the 
plants for their own 
gardens.  A variety of 
garage sale items, along 
with the bake sale and the 
food counter, also brought 
buyers through.  A big 
“THANK YOU” to all our 
wonderful volunteers! 
 

Summer Sunday School 

Quarter 

Summer Sunday School 
quarter begins today, with 
a joint adult class meeting 
upstairs in the classroom 
across from the library 
taught by Patrick 
Helmuth.  The MYF 

(grades 6-12) will be 
taught by David 
Frederick.  The younger 
children will continue to 
meet downstairs in a 
combined class with 
grades K-5.  Now is a 
great time to join a 
Sunday School class! 

 
 

Thank you, Pastor Jayne! 

Today we honor Pastor 
Jayne, and thank her for 
her service here the past 
months during this time 
of transition.  On her last 
Sunday with us, we will 
enjoy a time of 
fellowship following the 
worship service with a 
pot luck meal.  Please 
plan to stay and thank 
Jayne for her time at 
Beech! We pray God’s 
wisdom, direction, and 
protection in her future 
plans as she looks 
toward the next chapter 
of service to the Lord. 
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Did you know... 
…that several “Beech 
Boys” once again faced 
off on the baseball field?  
Adam and Aaron White 
played Andrew Frederick 
in an Alliance Hot Stove I-
League game, and they 
posed for a picture that is 
starting to become a 
tradition!   
 
…that Larry Emery was 
recently enshrined into the 
Ohio Military Hall of 
Fame.  He was awarded 
the Silver Star for his 
actions providing 
emergency aid in saving 
the lives of his squad 
members while 
disregarding his own 
injuries during the Viet 
Nam war in 1965.  Most of 
his memories of his 
military service are 
bittersweet.  "War is a  
terrible thing.  War is 
ugly.  People don't realize 
that until they've been in 
on," said Larry. 

News and Notes                                         

 
 
…that Jacob Miller was 
recently honored as 
Kiwanis Student of the 
Month for Marlboro 
Elementary?  Both of the 
Beech 5th graders that 
attend Marlboro received 
this honor this school 
year! (In case you missed 
it, Abby Hartzler was 
honored a few months 
ago.) 
 
…that Vacation Bible 
School’s theme this year 
will be “Digging for 
Treasure—Parables 
Revealed”?  VBS will be 
held Sunday-Thursday, 
June 11-15, from 6:30-
8:30 pm.  Registration is 
available online at 
www.beechmennonite 
church.org/vbs  There are 
still opportunities to 
volunteer some time to 
help out.  Contact David 
Frederick if you are 
available for one night or 
all five. 

 
…that Ohio Mennonite 
Women’s Girls’ Jamboree 
will be held at Camp Luz 
on August 11-12?  This 
event, for girls in grades 
3-8, will feature speaker 
Kris Nussbaum, and the 
theme “Beautiful 
Purpose.”  Brochures are 
available—let Megan 
know if you would like 
your daughter to attend.  
We will need one Beech 
adult for every six girls. 
  
 

Barnabas’ Corner 
Thank you to Jen Hartzler 
for her leadership as Elder 
Chair and Congregational 
Chair through this time of 
transition.  All your 
behind-the-scenes work 
(and the work of many 
others) has kept the 
church running, and it is 
greatly appreciated! 
  
 

 
 

 

 
Beech friends and  
on-field opponents 

 

 
 
 

 
 

VBS will be here soon! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Verses Vs. for Youth: The first Sunday evening of each month, 6:30 pm at the 
Hartzlers’. The next one is June 4! 
 
Guys’ Night Out: Usually the second Tuesday of each month, this month please 
note the change due to VBS—it will be held the first Tuesday, June 6, at Applebee’s 
in Alliance.   
 
Ladies’ Night Out: The fourth Tuesday of each month, at 7:30 pm.  The next one 
will be held Tuesday, June 27, Location TBA. 
 
Beech Lunch Bunch: The second Wednesday of each month, at noon at the 
Louisville Eagles.  The next one will be Wednesday, June 14. 
 
Vacation Bible School: Sunday-Thursday, June 11-15, 6:30-8:30 pm 
 
Campout at West Branch: June 23-25 (see Jarrod Mottice for more info) 
 
Annual Picnic and Celebration of 50 years in the current church building: 
Sunday July 23 (spread the word to those who used to attend Beech who might like 
to come back for this special Sunday!) 
 
 

http://www.beechmennonite/


 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Missions and Service Update 

 

We appreciate all your 
work in growing plants, 
wood items, organizing, 
baking, pricing, and 
volunteering. You are all so 
wonderful! Shepherd’s 
Gate has truly been 
blessed with a terrific 
church family! Thank you 
for everyone’s hard work, 
donations, and support to 
make our annual sale a 
great success! Without you 
it would not have been 
possible. 
  
Our June Bible Memory 
Verse is: Honor your father 
and mother.  

-Ephesians 6:2 
 

Our themes for the month 
of June are: 
June 5-9: Renew, Reuse, 
Recycle 
June 12-16: Fantastic 
Fathers! 
June 19-23: Good Old 
Summertime! 
June 26-30: A Salute to 
Eric Carle’s Birthday 
(author) 

Shepherd’s Gate Child Care Center Update      Janet Mangus, director 

 The children will be 
planting a garden this 
summer. We will learn 
about plant care, weeding, 
and tending to a garden. 
Of course, the best part will 
be when we can harvest 
our vegetables and eat 
them! The children are 
very excited! 
  
We are accepting 
employment applications 
for substitute teachers. If 
you or someone you know 
would be interested in a 
rewarding career working 
with young children, please 
contact Janet Mangus at 
330-875-3399 or email at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com.  
  
Shepherd’s Gate has 
openings available in our  
3, 4, and 5-year-old 
classrooms. We also have 
openings left for before 
and after school care. Our 
toddler class is full and we 
are working on a wait list. If 

you or someone you know 
is looking for quality 
Christian childcare, please 
let them know about 
Shepherd’s Gate. Beech 
Mennonite Church 
members get a 25% 
discount on tuition.  Our 
phone number is 330-875-
3399 or email us at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com . 
  
Thank you for your 
continued support and 
generosity for the children, 
their families, and the staff 
of Shepherd’s Gate.  We 
appreciate everything you 
do!  God Bless You!  

 

  

Beech Women Serving 
will meet Wednesday, 
June 7, from 9 am – 2 pm 
for sewing, quilting, and 
craft projects.  Please 
bring your own lunch.  
 
Spring Missions Sunday 
was Sunday, May 14.  
Our guest speaker was 
Duane Wykoff from 
Refuge of Hope, and he 
shared about the 
challenging and important 

work his organization is 
doing to serve men in Stark 
County who are facing 
homelessness and 
addiction.   
 
A group from Beech once 
again helped sort food for  
the US Postal Workers’ 
Stamp Out Hunger food 
drive at the Alliance 
Salvation Army.  Beech 
volunteers also provided 

The next issue of Branching Out will be published on July 2, 2017.   
Deadline for submissions is midnight on Sunday, June 25. 

 
Please consider submitting testimonies of God at work in your life, tidbits for “Did You 
Know,” words of thanks and encouragement for Barnabas’ Corner, Peace & Justice, 
news from your commissions, small groups, Sunday School classes, and more!   
 

Submit items via email to beechcommunications@gmail.com (email is preferred!) 
or place in Megan Frederick’s mailbox.  Thank you! 

lunch for all the others who 
were sorting food.   
 
Missions and Service is 
collecting for “H.O.T.” 
Homeless Outreach Team.  
You may have noticed the 
display in the lobby with 
boxes to collect your spare 
change and bills.  Once 
they’re filled, you can bring 
them back to help build a 
shelter!  
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Beech Class of 2017: Congratulations, Graduates!     

Beech Mennonite 

Church 

10037 Easton St 
Louisville, OH 44641 

 
PHONE: 

(330) 875-1133 
 
 

E-MAIL: 
Jayne Byler, Interim Pastor 

beechchurchpastor@gmail.com 
 

Judy Juskiw, Secretary 
beechchurchsecretary@gmail.com 

 
 

Megan Frederick, 
Communications Coordinator 

beechcommunications@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.beechmennonitechurch.org 

facebook.com/beechmennonite 

 

  

“A great place to put 

down roots and grow!” 

 
 

Sarah Leaman, daughter of Ann and Bryan 
Leaman, graduated from Northeast Ohio Medical 
University on May 20, receiving her PharmD (Doctor 
of Pharmacy) degree.  Sarah plans to continue 
working for Walgreens and will be a Pharmacist in 
the Canton area once she passes the boards.   
 
In the photo, Sarah is receiving her academic hood, 
a symbol of earning a Doctor degree.  
Congratulations, Sarah, on this major 
accomplishment!  

 

 
 

Amanda White graduated on Tuesday, May 25 
from Alliance Career Center.  She earned high 
honors in her program for medical assisting and 
phlebotomy.  Amanda is now working with Dr. 
Khalil in his offices in Minerva, East Canton, and 
Hartville.  Congratulations, Amanda, on all your 
hard work! 
 
Amanda is pictured with her children, Adam, 
Aaron, and Autumn White, who helped her 
celebrate her graduation. 

Two granddaughters of Roger and Deanna Slater are also members of the Class 
of 2017.  Sydney Bostjancic, last Thursday with high honors from Nordonia High 
School at E.J. Thomas Hall.  Sydney was in the Top 25 out of 300, and will be 
going to Ohio State University in the Biology honors program, to study pre-
veterinary.  Paige Flavin graduates today from Heath High School in central Ohio, 
also with high honors. 
 

 

 
 

 
Annetta Huffman Bequest 

The late Annetta Huffman’s thankfulness for Beech Mennonite Church as a 
spiritual home has inspired a $5,000 gift to the church from her estate. This gift will 
benefit the Mennonite Women Serving and the church library. 
 
Annetta’s grandchildren, Annetta Rojek and Tracy Davis, said that Annetta, who 
passed away in 2011, had wanted to give this gift to the congregation, but at the 
time of her passing, her estate did not have the funds to do so.  However, recently 
Annetta’s relatives learned of unclaimed funds in her name, enabling her estate to 
fulfill this bequest.  
 
Annetta was born in 1918. She and her husband, John D. Huffman, lived on North 
Nickelplate Avenue in Louisville, and she found her spiritual home at Beech. She 
became a member of the congregation in the 1940s.  “Annetta enjoyed many 
happy moments at the church,” her grandchildren said. “She often shared with us 
the joy of quilting with her friends at church, the wonderful selection of books that 
she checked out of the library, and her joy at helping spread the word of God.” 
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