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A busy June at “The Beech” 

 

 

June started out with a 
work day on June 4 at 
Beech to take care of 
some much-needed 
outdoor chores on and 
around the church.  Some 
workers scraped and 
primed areas of the porch 
roof that need painted.  
Others helped level out dirt 
that was moved when the 
parking lot was redone, 
and seeded areas with 
grass.  Other work during 
the day included 
landscaping and other 
outdoor cleanup.  Thank 
you to all who came out to 
help!   
 

 
 
June 9 brought a special 
blessing: the birth of 
Autumn JoLynn White!  
She was welcomed by her 
parents Amanda and 
Allen, and siblings Alex, 
Aaron, and Adam. 
Autumn has already been 
introduced to many of her 
Beech family members as 
she made a few 
appearances at VBS and 
her first Sunday worship 
service.  We welcome 
Autumn into our Beech 
family and pray that we 
can all support her and 
help her grow to know and 
love Jesus.   

 
Over 40 children and 
youth were “Surprised” the 
week of June 13-17, when 
they learned some 
surprising things about 
Jesus at Beech’s Vacation 
Bible School.  The 
children had a variety of 
activities to enjoy, 
including active, creative, 
and Bible response times 
after their daily worship 
service.  Several children 
helped volunteer in the 
daily dramas to help bring 
the scripture stories to life.  
The week ended with a 
worship service for all the 
children, their family 
members, and any other 
Beech friends and guests, 
followed by an ice cream 
social in the Scenery 

Center.  Many thanks to 
coordinators Jen 
Hartzler and Stephanie 
Miller, and the many 
volunteers who helped 
make the exciting week 
happen!   
 

 
On June 19, we 
welcomed our newest 
church member, Louise 
Roseberry.  From Ada, 
West Virginia, Louise is 
the oldest of 9 children 
and has attended many 
different churches 
throughout her life. Her 
friends, Ruth Kubicek 
and Helen Oliver, 
invited her to come with 
them to Beech.  Louise 
has two daughters and 
three grandsons and 
enjoys music, gardening, 
cooking and babies. We 
are so happy that she is 
part of our fellowship! 
 
On Saturday, June 25, 
the Boys’ Club and 
Girls’ Club (and several 
parents) went on a bike 
ride on the Towpath trail 
from Massillon to Canal 
Fulton and back, a 10-
mile round trip.  The ice 
cream & snack stop in 
the middle helped fuel 
the return trip!  See 
pictures on page 5   
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Did you know... 
…that Monica 
(Schmucker) and Mark 
Harvey returned from 
Nebraska, and Monica's 
sister, Melanie 
Schmucker, came from 
New York City on June 18 
to celebrate Father's Day 
and to visit with their 
friends and family.  Their 
father and mother, Lloyd 
and Friedegund 
Schmucker also hosted a 
belated wedding reception 
for the Monica and Mark 
on Sunday afternoon. 
Melanie exhibited her 
culinary skills preparing 
the tasty refreshments! 
 
…that Alex Aguero is 
having a busy summer. 
She spent a week at 
Camp Luz as a camper, 
and returned the next 
week as a counselor.  The 
first week of July, her 
mother Shannon Schell 
will be coming for a 2-
week visit and Alex will 
return to Paraguay with 
her for 3 weeks. She'll 
return to the US in august 
 
…that Andrew Willett is 
working as lifeguard at 
Camp Luz this summer?  
He has been a long time 
swim team member, and 
is now using those skills to 
earn some money and 
serve at Camp Luz. 
 
…that Aaron White spent 
several days at Camp Luz 
in June for Mini Camp?  
He enjoyed trying out the 
new pool, and had also 
had fun with the friend he 
invited to join him!  Josie 
Rigdon attended Girls’ 
Camp in June at Camp 
Luz as well, and had a 
great time.  Toward the 
end of July, a large group 

News and Notes                                         

 from Beech plans to 
attend Fledgling Camp at 
Camp Luz.  The group 
includes Abby and Andy 
Hartzler, Jacob and 
Valeria Miller, Nathan 
Miller, and Andrew, 
Matthew, and Hannah 
Frederick.  
 
…that Alec Leaman has 
one more local 
performance with his 
Phantom Regiment drum 
corps this summer.  They 
will perform at Paul Brown 
Stadium in Massillon on 
August 8 at 7:30 pm with 
several other drum corps 
from around the country.  
Tickets are available at 
https://dcitickets.showare.
com/ordertickets.asp?p=5
24 and it is recommended 
to order them in advance. 
 
…that Beech secretary 
Judy Juskiw is planning 
an outing for an Akron 
RubberDucks game for 
family, friends, Kids4K9s 
and Police Officers on 
Saturday, July 30th.  The 
price per person is $12, 
which includes ticket to 
game, hot dog, chips and 
beverage (soda). Deadline 
for money and order is 
Sunday, July 10th. Tickets 
will be at will call window 
at ballpark under 
individual family names.   
Seats are between home 
and first behind the 
dugout.  The game 
includes fireworks, 
Zoostopper performance, 
and bobbleheads given 
out to first 1000 people in 
attendance.  If you’d like 
to reserve seats, you can 
place payment in Judy’s 
mailbox (in an envelope, 
payment made out to Judy 
with the number of seats 
you need and your name). 

Barnabas’ Corner 
Words of encouragement to 

one another as we follow 

Jesus together 

 
The Christian Education 
Commission has been 
working at responding to 
an alternative Sunday 
School location for those 
who would rather be 
upstairs.  On our first 
week Krista and 
Tanya were successful at 
an audio live play of 
Sunday School which 3-4 
people listened to.  The 
next week Bryan kindly 
thought up an audio/visual 
solution (which worked at 
home) but was missing 
something.  Bryan 
continued with another 
trial of his idea of a live 
video feed of Sunday 
School in session last 
week.  Thanks to Bryan 
from Christian Ed for 
helping our ideas to have 
possibilities!  We are very 
grateful for your expertise 
and willingness to 
persevere! 
 
Thank you to Rich Linder 
and the Trustees for all 
the work and planning that 
has gone into the 
upcoming bathroom 
remodel.  We look forward 
to the transformation! 
 
Thank you to everyone 
who bought treats at our 
Penny Power bake sale.  
We were excited to raise 
money to help kids get 
clean water!  Thank you 
for donating and helping 
us reach our goal!  
                -the Beech kids 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The new pool and water 

slides at Camp Luz will get 
quite a workout from Beech 

kids this summer!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Great opportunity to see 
the Akron RubberDucks 
on July 30! 

 
 
 

https://dcitickets.showare.com/ordertickets.asp?p=524
https://dcitickets.showare.com/ordertickets.asp?p=524
https://dcitickets.showare.com/ordertickets.asp?p=524
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Missions and Service Update 

 
On June 6th, all are 
invited to join the Beech 
Women Serving at 9 a.m. 
in Fellowship Hall for a 
morning of sewing, 
quilting, and craft projects 
for the children which will 
benefit of several local 
missions, according to 
Patty Yoder, BWS 
president.  There will also 
be a special luncheon 
prepared by Lavera 
Helmuth.   Jeanette King 
will give devotions.   
 
Mission and Service 
project for June through 

August is School Kits 
which are sent by M.C.C. 
to needy children around 
the world.  You are also 
encouraged to donate 
personal care items for the 
local homeless sites.  The 
items include toothbrush, 
toothpaste, bar of soap, 
deodorant, disposable 
razor, emery boards, 
men's and women's socks, 
washcloths, men's hankie, 
small bottles of shampoo 
and pockets of jeans. 
 
On June 19, several of the 
children held a bake sale 

to raise money for Penny 
Power/My Coins Count to 
raise money for children in 
other parts of the world who 
don’t have access to clean 
drinking water.  The children 
baked their special treats 
and also created several 
crafts to sell, then made 
them available before and 
after the Sunday worship 
service.  Thanks to the 
generosity of those who 
contributed, the kids raised 
over $211 to help bring 
clean water to children who 
need it!  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
The kids had a successful 
bake sale to raise money for 
My Coins Count! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 

During Vacation Bible School, the children were encouraged to “wonder” and share some of 
their questions with God.  Here are some of their wonderings:  

Dear God, 

I wonder… 
- What type of dog you made first? 

- Why is the world mostly green? 

- Why my brother plays (video) games every day? 

- If you have church up in heaven? 

- How many words Jesus said to each child? (when he blessed them) 

- What you do in heaven? 

- Why does some of my family have something wrong with them? 

- Why did you make cheetahs? 

- Why I had to move? 

- Did you ever taste ice cream? 

- What keeps rivers running? 

- Why the disciples didn’t want children to come to Jesus? 

- Why we have cats in the world? 

- Why we were all born? 

- Why we have to get old? 

- Why my sister has autism? 

- How you had no beginning? 

- How there is no beginning or end of the earth? 

- What the world was like when it was created? 

- God created humans in the very beginning of the world, but there is scientific evidence 

that there were millions of years before humans.  Some people say that 1 day I God’s 

house = 1,000 years. It doesn’t add up. 

- If I’ll ever see Gidget (cat) again? 

- Why a power cord is so important? 

- Why Jesus questioned people? 

- Why you say bad things? (prophets condemnations?) 

- Why you couldn’t forgive Adam and Eve after eating the forbidden fruit, because if you 

did fully forgive them, we would have a perfect life, with everyone nice. 

- Why Jesus cursed the fig tree? 

- Why do I have to deal with tough situations? 

- Why do people get married? 
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The month of June was a 
busy one for the children of 
Shepherd’s Gate.  We 
celebrated God’s gift of the 
sun. The children also 
celebrated fathers and 
“hand” made some very 
special gifts for their 
daddies. Dolphins, squid, 
and octopus were just a 
few ocean species we 
studied.  Pastor Dan took 
the children “snorkeling” to 
find seashells. There were 
also some special treats to 
go along with our ocean life 
theme. 
  
July we will study the 
colors of red, white, and 
blue.  We will also have a 
special visit from the 
Aultman Hospital WOW 
Mobile.  The nurses will 
teach us summer safety 
with bugs and summer 
activities.  They will also 
show us the importance of 

Shepherd’s Gate Child Care Center Update      Janet Mangus, director 

 
sun protection and how to 
do so properly. 
  
We have an employment 
opportunity for a loving 
caring person who enjoys 
being with toddlers. If you 
or someone you know 
would be interested in a 
rewarding career working 
with young children, please 
contact Janet Mangus at 
330-875-3399 or email at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com. We are looking for a 
lead toddler teacher to 
work the 6 am to 1 pm shift 
Monday through Friday. 
  
Shepherd’s Gate has 
openings available in our 
3, 4, and 5 year old 
classrooms. We also have 
openings left for before 
and after school care. Our 
toddler class is full and we 
are working on a wait list. If 

you or someone you know 
is looking for quality 
Christian childcare, please 
let them know about 
Shepherd’s Gate. We still 
have openings for our 
summer program if 
someone should need just 
summer care. Beech 
Mennonite Church 
members get a 25% 
discount on tuition.  Our 
phone number is 330-875-
3399 or email us at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com . 
  
We truly appreciate all the 
snack, craft, and coupon 
donations. Thank you so 
much for all your kind and 
loving support. 
                

God bless you. 
In His Love, 

Janet Mangus 
Director SGCCC 

  

 

  

Upcoming Events: 
Beech Women Serving: 9 am-2 pm in the Fellowship Hall, Wednesday, July 6.  
Children are welcome to attend, and special activities will be provided for them! 
 
Guys’ Night Out: The second Tuesday of each month, at 7:30 pm.  The next one 
will be held Tuesday, July 12 at Mike’s Milann’s in Louisville.   
 
Ladies’ Night Out: The fourth Tuesday of each month, at 7:30 pm.  The next one 
will be held Tuesday, June 26, 7:30 pm, at Grinder’s in Louisville. 
 
Beech Lunch Bunch: The second Wednesday of each month, at noon at 
Thompson’s Dairyland.  The next one will be Wednesday, July 13. 
 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club/MYF Giant Slip & Slide: Saturday, July 23, 2-4 pm at the 
Fredericks’, weather permitting 
 
Annual Church Picnic: Sunday, July 24, following worship.  Last names A-M 
please bring a side dish, last names N-Z please bring a dessert to share.  
Beverages, table service, hot dogs & hamburgers will be provided. 
 
West Branch Campout Meal/Worship Service: Saturday, August 13, West Branch 
State Park. See complete details in upcoming bulletins. 
 
Informal Prayer & Worship Time: In lieu of a regular worship and Sunday School 
on August 14, the church will be open for a time of prayer and singing led by the 
Witmers.  More details in the bulletin. 

 

tel:330-875-3399
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
tel:330-875-3399
tel:330-875-3399
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
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This prayer, shared by worship leader Tanya Hershberger on Father’s Day, is being 
shared by request.  May we all continue to pray for the fathers (and mothers and other 
caregivers!) in our midst.  
 
God, today we are thankful for the fathers among us.   
I pray that they can model the loving kindness you show to us.  
We are grateful that we can cry out to you, Abba, Daddy, and you hear. 
 
I pray for the younger dads here-that you would give them wisdom as they seek to 
parent their children.  
I pray that each of us would be able to listen to the wisdom of the older dads among us-
stories of your faithfulness, stories of trust in your way. 
 
I also pray you give each father here hearts of kindness and gentleness; in a world of 
toughness, may they show your way of love. 
And lastly I pray that their hands may be full of generosity-- it is so easy to grasp things 
for ourselves, to be secure in our own ability-- but I pray that you will enable them to 
share freely the good gifts you have given. 
With celebration of these dads at Beech, 
Amen. 

  

 A Prayer for Fathers 

 
 

It is time for a call to arms. No, not the kind you think. 

Not the kind that has a Christian college president calling on students to arm themselves to “end those Muslims…” 

Not the kind that has presidential candidates and their devotees spewing violent rhetoric against Muslims, refugees, 
Mexicans, African Americans, homosexuals and women…. 

Not the kind that stokes fear against all manner of perceived terror threat with calls to “carpet bomb [ISIS] into oblivion.” 

NO! 

Rather, Mary’s magnificent “call to arms” in an exaltation of praise: 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
     and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, …. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
     he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
     and lifted up the lowly…” 

A call that rings with the fearless joy born of resistance to despots in every age by those who stand firm within an 
alternative narrative; those who trust that “God’s arm is not too short to save.” 

A call that knows true power lies with the powerless whom God uses over and over to turn the world around. 

A call for those clad with the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shoes of the gospel of peace, the shield 
of faith, the helmet of salvation, wielding the most powerful of all swords—the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. 

It is time to end whatever complacency may have lulled us (persons of white privilege for the most part) into a status quo 
stupor! Vitriol and hysteria are escalating daily with immediate harm to refugees and to racial and religious minorities, 
many of whom are neighbors, co-workers, and family members. 

When despotic, brutish power bares its ugly fangs, things snap into focus—and we finally see. We see with a clarity that 
otherwise eludes us while blinded by our privileged status. We see the demagoguery of our current reality through the 
prism of prophetic biblical calls for justice. And in seeing, our spiritual imagination is called to high alert. 

In a New York Times op ed column last week “Finding peace within the holy texts,” David Brooks recalled the book Not 
in God’s Name by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks. Brooks summarizes several insights from the book like this (my emphasis): 
“The great religions are based on love, and they satisfy the human need for community. But love is problematic. Love is 
preferential and particular. Love excludes and can create rivalries. Love of one scripture can make it hard to enter 
sympathetically into the minds of those who embrace another….Read simplistically, the Bible’s sibling rivalries seem 
merely like stories of victory or defeat — Isaac over Ishmael. But all three Abrahamic religions have sophisticated, 
multilayered interpretive traditions that undercut fundamentalist readings… The reconciliation between love and justice is 
not simple, but for believers the texts, read properly, point the way…. [The]…answer to religious violence is probably 
going to be found within religion itself, among those who understand that religion gains influence when it renounces 
power.” 

Imagine a world armed by Spirit-empowered learning communities, like AMBS, where followers of Jesus and spiritually 
starved fundamentalists, and even those with little faith can gather to learn the sacred texts; the deep wisdom that has 
emboldened countless people to become truth tellers on behalf of the poor, the oppressed, the alien, and the stranger. 

Imagine a world armed with the strong arms of those who link in solidarity as communities of faith; small, intense 
communities where people gather and together find strength to stand firm in a counter narrative about “the good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The next issue of Branching Out will be published on September 4, 2016.   
Deadline for submissions is midnight on Sunday, August 28. 

 
Please consider submitting testimonies of God at work in your life, tidbits for 
“Did You Know,” words of thanks and encouragement for Barnabas’ Corner, 
Peace & Justice, news from your commissions, small groups, Sunday 
School classes, and more!   
 

Submit items via email to beechcommunications@gmail.com (email is 
preferred!) or place in Megan Frederick’s mailbox.  Thank you! 

Girls’ Club and Boys’ Club Outing to the Towpath Bike Trail 
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Not the kind that stokes fear against all manner of perceived terror threat with calls to “carpet bomb [ISIS] into oblivion.” 
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     and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, …. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
     he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
     and lifted up the lowly…” 

A call that rings with the fearless joy born of resistance to despots in every age by those who stand firm within an 
alternative narrative; those who trust that “God’s arm is not too short to save.” 

A call that knows true power lies with the powerless whom God uses over and over to turn the world around. 

A call for those clad with the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shoes of the gospel of peace, the shield 
of faith, the helmet of salvation, wielding the most powerful of all swords—the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. 

It is time to end whatever complacency may have lulled us (persons of white privilege for the most part) into a status quo 
stupor! Vitriol and hysteria are escalating daily with immediate harm to refugees and to racial and religious minorities, 
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When despotic, brutish power bares its ugly fangs, things snap into focus—and we finally see. We see with a clarity that 

 

    
 

     

 
 
 
 
The Beech Kids enjoyed their 
time together on the bike path. 
They began their afternoon 
with a devotional about 
following the straight path and 
not being distracted by things 
away from the path, and using 
the Bible as their guide 
through life.  They enjoyed an 
ice cream snack at the halfway 
point of their 10-mile round 
trip, and also got to see a 
historic canal lock and the 
canal boat in operation!   

mailto:beechcommunications@gmail.com
mailto:beechcommunications@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last weekend, Jeanette 
and I attended the King 
reunion at a Mennonite 
campground near 
Williamsburg, VA. It is the 
place I last saw my Dad 
alive 9 years ago. (Things 
have not been the same 
at family reunions since 
then.) At that time, he was 
little more than a physical 
shell, since Alzheimers 
had stolen his mind. With 
only a few audible grunts, 
it was anyone’s guess 
how much of the reunion 
he was absorbing. 
 
At numerous reunions, I 
have tried to convince my 
niece Patty, with a PhD in 
English and a published 
writer, to write a biography 
of Amos King’s life. If she 
doesn’t do so, I think I’ll 
add it to my “bucket list” 
for retirement, since his 
exemplary life story needs 
to be preserved. 
 
Dad was born in North 
Dakota in 1910 to Harry 
and Rosa, a pioneer 
couple homesteading on 
the great prairie. He was 
the second child, with 
more to follow. (Some 
details of the King family 
can be found in the book 
Full Circle: Stories of 
Mennonite Women. Title: 
“Rosa King, Ordinary 
Woman in Extraordinary 
Circumstances.”) The 
death of her husband and 
several young sons, along 
with the Great 
Depression, followed by 
the “Dust Bowl” years, 
forced the selling of the 
family farm and a move 
eastward to PA.  
 
Shortly thereafter, as a 
young married man, Dad 
was called to the ministry, 
with his first pastorate at a 
little country church in the 

Pastor’s Corner: “A Tribute to My Dad”         Pastor Dan King 
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+BeechmennonitechurchOrg 

He pastored at Snow Hill 
for 28 years, “retiring” at 
age 79, a total of 56 years 
of ministry. 
 
For this son, at the top of 
the legacy Dad leaves is 
his deep commitment to 
the God who had 
redeemed him and had 
walked with him faithfully 
through many difficult 
challenges. In spite of the 
personal storms he 
weathered, he remained a 
positive person.  
 
One bit of wisdom he 
shared with me came from 
his father Harry. When 
Dad, as a young teenager, 
was beginning his first job 
off the farm he said, “Now 
Amos, always do what the 
boss asks you…and a little 
bit more. Do that and you’ll 
always have a job.” I have 
passed on those words of 
wisdom to my sons as well. 
 
Like all other fathers, my 
dad was not perfect. His 
life, however, made a 
major impact on me and 
my siblings (and hundreds 
more). And by God’s 
grace, those of us who are 
dads at Beech can leave a 
positive, lasting legacy for 
our families, our 
congregation, and 
beyond…for the cause of 
Christ and his Kingdom. Do 
I have an “Amen”? 
 

 

“swamps” of southeastern 
MD. As was typically the 
case for Mennonite 
pastors in those days, 
Dad was bi-vocational, 
working full time as a 
carpenter to support the 
family. His building skills 
were many - cabinet 
making, masonry, etc.  
 
Somehow (I know not 
how!) he found time for 
family and fun. His favorite 
recreation was piling as 
many of his kids (nine in 
all) as possible into the 
family’s 14-foot home-
made boat and seeing 
what might be caught in 
the inland waters of the 
Chesapeake Bay. 
 
Dad was pastor at Holly 
Grove Mennonite Church 
for 26 years. He then was 
asked to serve as pastor 
at Snow Hill Mennonite 
Church, some 20 miles 
from home. Our family did 
not relocate from our 
small farm, but we did 
spend untold hours in our 
van, making the round-trip 
to church at least three 
times a week.  
 
During this time, Dad also 
studied and passed his 
GED test to receive a 
high-school diploma. (He 
had been forced to quit 
school at Grade 8 in ND to 
run the farm after his 
dad’s death.) To this day, I 
am amazed at the scope 
of his self-taught 
knowledge through 
reading; he could 
converse intelligently on a 
wide range of topics. He 
was particularly proud of 
the academic 
accomplishments of his 
children and grandchildren 
– predominantly in the 
medical field – doctors, 
nurses, etc.  

“A great place to put 

down roots and grow!” 


