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Advent and Christmas at Beech 

 

 

 
Advent began at Beech the 
Sunday after Thanksgiving, 
with the lighting of the 
Advent candles and the 
beginning of themed 
Children’s Time messages 
which shared a special 
object for each week of 
Advent.  
 
Throughout the four 
Sundays of Advent, we 
were blessed with the 
musical talents of many at 
Beech, including our 
Advent Choir and our 
Children’s Choir.   
 

 
On December 4, we were 
joined by Dale and 
Bethsaba Nafziger and 
their family, our Mission 
Partners from Nepal.  This 
was our (belated) Fall 
Missions Sunday, and we 
enjoyed hearing about their 
work in Nepal during 
Sunday School and the 
worship service.  The 
children also learned how 
to sing a song in Nepalese!  
 

Other “guest” speakers 
during Advent included 
Beech’s own Rachel 
Witmer and Patrick 
Helmuth, and John 
McGuckin, familiar to 
many of us from his time 
as pastor at Stoner 
Heights. 
 

 
The congregation also 
began to get to know our 
new interim pastor, Jayne 
Byler, following her 
introduction at the 
December 4 worship 
service.  She was able to 
join us for worship 
services, meetings, and 
other activities throughout 
December, and began her 
full-time work at the new 
year.  Be sure to check 
out a further “introduction” 
in this month’s Pastor’s 
Corner!  
 
Icy weather cancelled 
Sunday School on the 
morning of December 18, 
but those who ventured 
out for the worship service 
that day were treated to 

special music by the 
Adult Choir and 
Children’s Choir. 
 

 
The Christmas Eve 
service featured more 
special music, along with 
an old fashioned 1940’s-
style radio drama, 
complete with sound 
effects.  “Miss Placed” 
(Hannah Frederick) 
sought help from “Gil 
Gumshoe” (Karl 
Helmuth) to find the true 
meaning of Christmas… 
and it wasn’t hiding in 
the figgy pudding!  The 
Christmas Eve service 
concluded with the 
Beech tradition of 
candlelight caroling, 
which is always a 
highlight of the year.  
 
Christmas morning fell 
on a Sunday this year, 
and we were treated to a 
delicious Christmas 
brunch during Sunday 
School hour, coordinated 
by Nancy Schneider, 
and prepared by 
numerous volunteers.  
The Linder Family and 
Glenn Hostetler 
continued the tradition of 
providing Christmas 
oranges to everyone 
again this year. 
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Did you know... 
 
...that Valeria Miller and 
Abby Hartzler were 
recently honored at 
Marlboro Elementary’s 
Expectation Assembly?  
Valeria was recognized as 
a “Friend Helper” for 2nd 
grade, and Abby was 
recognized as a “Teacher 
Helper” for 5th grade.  Way 
to go, Abby and Valeria! 
 
…that a bunch of “Beech 
Boys” are playing Upward 
Basketball this season at 
the Chapel in Marlboro?  
Zachary Frederick, 
Adam White, Aaron 
White, Andrew 
Frederick, Matthew 
Frederick, and Nathan 
Miller are all taking part in 
the program, which 
teaches basketball skills 
with a faith-based 
foundation.   
 
…that Alec Leaman 
traveled to Taiwan in 
December?  He was there 
to perform with the Matrix 
percussion ensemble.  
While there, he met up 
with his uncle, Clifford 
Leaman, who was in 

News and Notes                                         

 Taiwan for a saxophone 
conference—it’s a small 
world after all!  Alec will be  
performing with both 
Matrix and Phantom 
Regiment as he continues 
his studies at the Ohio 
State University. 
 
…that Matt Hartzler’s 
brother and sister-in-law, 
Greg and Laura, are 
coordinating the 
Children’s programming at 
MCUSA Convention in 
Orlando this summer?  
They are looking for 
caring, enthusiastic 
volunteers to help with the 
program.  Volunteers 
receive discounted 
registration and lodging 
for convention.  If you are 
interested, email them at 
gregphartzler@gmail.com 
 
…that our sanctuary pews 
will be getting a makeover 
in 2017?  You may have 
noticed the blue “sample” 
cushion in the lobby, or 
the array of fabric samples 
to choose from.  The new 
cushions will cover the 
seats and backs of the 
pews, and will likely be 
done some time this 
spring.  
 

Barnabas’ Corner 
Words of encouragement to 

one another as we follow 

Jesus together 

 

Thank you to Nancy 
Schneider for 
coordinating the 
Christmas Brunch. 
Everything was delicious 
and beautiful, and it was 
so nice to have a special 
start to our Christmas Day 
celebration.  
                 
Thank you to all who put 
forth extra effort to make 
our Advent and Christmas 
celebrations special.  To 
all who took part in the 
decorations, special 
music, and drama, we are 
thankful for your 
dedication to making our 
worship more meaningful. 
Special thanks to Rachel 
Witmer for coordinating 
the drama, and to Amy 
Glick for directing the 
choir! 
 
Thank you to Bryan 
Leaman for all your 
expertise and behind-the-
scenes work with 
technology for the church!  

On June 6th, all are 
invited to join the Beech 
Women Serving at 9 a.m. 
in Fellowship Hall for a 
morning of sewing, 
quilting, and craft projects 
for the children which will 
benefit of several local 
missions, according to 
Patty Yoder, BWS 
president.  There will also 
be a special luncheon 
prepared by Lavera 
Helmuth.   Jeanette King 
will give devotions.   
 
Mission and Service 
project for June through  

 
 
 

 

 
Our beautiful new banner for 
2017 was created by Gayle 
and Tim McKnight! 

 
 

 
 

 
Family members met up in 
Taiwan on their musical 
travels! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Guys’ Night Out: The second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm.  The next one will 
be held Tuesday, January 10, 7:30 pm at Grinder’s in Louisville. 
 
Ladies’ Night Out: The fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm.  The next one will 
be held Tuesday, January 24, 7:30 pm, at Senor Pancho’s in Louisville. 
 
Beech Lunch Bunch: The second Wednesday of each month, at noon at the 
Louisville Eagles.  The next one will be Wednesday, January 11. 
 
Mother-Daughter Retreat: Friday-Saturday January 20-21 at Camp Luz.  Moms, 
daughters, grandmas, and ladies of all ages are invited to join the fun.  Registration 
and more information available online at campluz.com. 
 
 

mailto:gregphartzler@gmail.com
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Missions and Service Update 

 

December was a very busy 
and exciting month at 
Shepherd’s gate. The 
children learned all about 
Jesus’ birth, making 
decorations and ornaments, 
baking cookies with Miss 
Lavera, and Jesus’ birthday 
party. Santa also paid a 
visit to the children! The 
children went “shopping” for 
their parents in our Secret 
Santa Shoppe. I wonder 
how many gifts were 
actually surprises on 
Christmas?!? 
  
Ringing in the New Year, 
warm clothes, snowmen 
and penguins will be our 
themes for January. The 
children’s memory verse is 
“Thou who work to bring 
peace are happy.” Matthew 
5:9. 
  

Shepherd’s Gate Child Care Center Update      Janet Mangus, director 

 
We are accepting 
employment applications. If 
you or someone you know 
would be interested in a 
rewarding career working 
with young children, please 
contact Janet Mangus at 
330-875-3399 or email at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com.  
  
Shepherd’s Gate has 
openings available in our 3, 
4, and 5-year-old 
classrooms. We also have 
openings left for before- 
and after-school care. Our 
toddler class is full and we 
are working on a wait list. If 
you or someone you know 
is looking for quality 
Christian childcare, please 
let them know about 
Shepherd’s Gate. Beech 

Mennonite Church 
members get a 25% 
discount on tuition.  Our 
phone number is 330-875-
3399 or email us at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com . 
  
Thank you for your 
continued support and 
generosity for the children, 
their families, and the staff 
of Shepherd’s Gate. We 
wish all of you a very 
Happy, Healthy New 
Year.                 

 

God bless you. 
In His Love, 

Janet Mangus 
Director SGCCC 

 

In December, hats, 
mittens, and gloves were 
collected on the Mitten 
Tree for Hope Outreach 
and Louisville Community 
Cupboard.  In January, 
large cans of vegetables 
and potatoes and large 
bottles of Dawn dish soap 
will be collected for Hope 
Outreach, which serves 
more than 2,000 meals 
each month on very limited 
resources.  
 
Other recent acts of love 
from Beech have included: 
Hope Outreach: 15 
personal care bags, 100 
Christmas bags to fill, 27 

knit hats, 8 scarves, and 6 
blankets. 
Refuge of Hope: 10 
sleeping mats, 15 
comforters, shower shoes, 
28 knit hats, 5 scarves, and 
50 pair men’s socks (gift 
wrapped with candy cane 
and cookie bar) 
Beech Seniors & Shut-ins, 
and Shepherd’s Gate 
staff: Filled gift bags 
Hannah House: 2 
comforters 
YWCA Women’s Shelter: 
43 tote bags with personal 
care items and angel 
comforters for children 
Refuge of Hope Women’s 
Shelter: 15 tote bags with 

The next issue of Branching Out will be published on March 4, 2017.   
Deadline for submissions is midnight on Sunday, February 26. 

 
Please consider submitting testimonies of God at work in your life, tidbits for “Did You Know,” words of thanks and 
encouragement for Barnabas’ Corner, Peace & Justice, news from your commissions, small groups, Sunday School 
classes, and more!   
 

Submit items via email to beechcommunications@gmail.com (email is preferred!) or place in  
Megan Frederick’s mailbox.  Thank you! 

personal care items and 15 
comforters 
Lighthouse: 20 dozen 
cookies from the MYF, and 
many more dozen from 
others for their Christmas 
programming. 
 
Beech Women Serving 
met on Wednesday, 
December 4, and will 
continue to meet, weather 
permitting, on Wednesday 
mornings throughout 
January.  Please check the 
bulletin for scheduled dates 
and times, and invite a 
friend to come along! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

tel:330-875-3399
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
tel:330-875-3399
tel:330-875-3399
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
mailto:shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.com
mailto:beechcommunications@gmail.com
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Since we have had kids, 
Matt and I have been 
inspired by ideas for a 
Jesus-focused Christmas 
from family, friends, co-
workers, and radio talk 
shows. Some of these 
have included making a 
birthday cake and singing 
"happy birthday" to Jesus; 
purposefully giving of 
three gifts to each 
individual in our 
immediate family instead 
of a never-ending pile of 
gifts (as Jesus received 
three gifts at His birth). 
This advent, the Christian 
Education Commission 
provided for each family 
(with children ages 5th 
grade and under) a picture 
book entitled "The Sparkle 
Box" by a local author, Jill 
Hardie. 
  

As a family, we listened to 
Abby read through the 
story, which focused on a 
husband, wife, and 
son, which intentionally 
noticed those around 
them in need, responding 
with acts of love 
(financially and through 
material gifts personally 
and through a homeless 
shelter). These acts of 
giving were written down 
on slips of paper and 
placed in a "sparkly box" 
which stood at the base of 
their Christmas tree 
throughout Advent.  
 
On Christmas morning, 
box was opened and the 
slips of paper were read, 
described as "gifts in 
honor of Jesus's birthday". 
Uncertain how into this 

idea our kids would be, we 
were pleasantly surprised 
on Christmas morning. 
Our bedroom door swung 
open with Andy 
exclaiming, "Let's open 
the sparkle box for 
Jesus's birthday!" As each 
slip of paper was read, 
smiles crept into the faces 
of each of us as we 
recalled opportunities 
taken to share the love of 
Jesus with another this 
Advent.  
 
Thank you to the Christian 
Ed team for this creative 
idea. I would encourage 
anyone to read this 
inspiring book and try out 
"The Sparkle Box"... not 
only at Christmas, but 
throughout the year. 
 

“The Sparkle Box” Reflection     by Jen Hartzler 

 

 
A copy of “The Sparkle Box” 
book was provided to each 
Beech family with 
elementary-age children.   

   
 

    
 

    
 
 

The Christmas Eve drama 
“Broadcasting Christmas“ 
featured a search for the 
true meaning of Christmas, 
a cast of adults and 
children, sound effects, 
and audience participation! 
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Ha! New Year’s 
Resolutions...I would be 
interested in the statistics 
of how many people make 
them and keep them. Why 
add more stress to my life by 
adding one other thing to 
make as a priority? Who has 
time for that?   
 
So, what is it about those 
that challenge themselves to 
remain accountable to their 
new goal? Why do they do 
it?  I wonder how they stay 
steadfast…and if they ever 
waiver in their challenge. Is it 
a personality trait?  Are they 
strong-willed? Competitive? 
Or is it that they know 
striving for their goal will 
make them a better person? 
That their experience will 
assist them in overcoming 
challenges in life that they 
cannot be prepared for? I 
wonder if they learn to 
appreciate something about 
themselves or others more 
so than before? Do you think 
those individuals find out 
more about who they are or 
what God's purpose is for 
their lives? I must admit, as I 

consider these questions, I 
no longer laugh at these 
individuals for their New 
Year’s resolutions, but have 
a great respect for 
those that reach them. 
  
As we enter the new year 
of 2017, might YOU make a 
New Year’s Resolution to 
achieve some of the 
aforementioned benefits? 
To build upon your 
relationship with our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ 
and others within our 
church family and 
community? Below are 
goals which are attainable, 
should you choose to step 
up to the challenge. May 
each one of us 
courageously respond, 
"Here I am, Lord!!" 
 
1) Actively participate in a 
new way during worship 
(i.e., providing a testimony, 
singing, raising your hands 
during song or 
prayer, participating in 
choir, reading scripture, 
reading along in the Bible 

while scripture is read, 
tithing, ushering, 
intentionally welcoming 
newcomers). 
 
2) Learn 5 new things 
about someone at church 
each month (i.e., ask 
questions, listen to others). 
 
3) Participate in a daily or 
weekly Bible study (i.e., 
devotional - email or 
Rejoice, attending Sunday 
School, personal prayer 
time...at night before bed, 
with or without spouse and 
children, in the car on the 
way to work, ELF nights, 
women's Bible study, men's 
devotional group). 
 
4) Invite at least 2 non-
regular attendees to a 
Beech event. 
 
5) Thank God for where 
you saw him working in 
your life weekly (i.e., 
prayer, journaling, 
increasing awareness of 
God's presence in your 
personal life). 
 
 

New Year’s Resolutions                 by Jen Hartzler, Elder 

 

 
How will you challenge 

yourself in 2017? 

    
 

   
 

 

Praising in song with 
the choirs and 
candlelight caroling 
on Christmas Eve 
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As I share in my sermon 
on Jan 8, two months ago 
I never anticipated that 
this is where I would be in 
January of 2017.  But here 
I am, at Beech Mennonite 
Church, serving as Interim 
Pastor.  
  
My roots are in the 
mountains of southwest 
Pennsylvania.  My 
ancestors have deep roots 
in the Mennonite 
community in the 
Johnstown/Somerset area 
with names like Blough, 
Wentz and Jacobs.  I grew 
up the second of 7 
Speigle children on a 
farm.  The first 6 of us 
were born within 7 years, 
so I refer to us as a litter.  
My father was diagnosed 
with Paranoid 
Schizophrenia in my 
preteen years.  We held 
together as a family using 
humor and resilience.  I 
attended Eastern 
Mennonite College, now 
University, and got my BS 
in Psychology.  After a 
year in Voluntary Service 
in San Francisco, I worked 
with autistic adolescents 
in Winchester VA for a few 
years.  Seminary followed 
with a year at Eastern 
Mennonite Seminary and 
two years at Associated 
Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary (now Anabaptist 
Mennonite….).  I studied 
primarily pastoral 
counseling, but felt the call 
to pursue congregational 
pastoring.    
 
I have pastored two 
congregations before 
coming here.  From 1988-
2004 I served at Summit 
Mennonite Church in 
Barberton.  It was there 
that I cut my pastor’s 
teeth, so to speak.  I then 

Pastor’s Corner: Well, Here I Am!        Interim Pastor Jayne Byler 

 
Beech Mennonite 

Church 
10037 Easton St 

Louisville, OH 44641 
 

PHONE: 
(330) 875-1133 

 
 

E-MAIL: 
Jayne Byler, Interim Pastor 

beechchurchpastor@gmail.com 
 

Judy Juskiw, Secretary 
beechchurchsecretary@gmail.com 

 
 

Megan Frederick, 
Communications Coordinator 

beechcommunications@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.beechmennonitechurch.org 

facebook.com/beechmennonite 

  

at Hampshire College in 
Amherst, Massachusetts, 
studying architecture.  I get 
to spend time with him on 
breaks and summer, but I 
know he too will soon 
make a life for himself 
away from his mom.   
 
Finally, my middle child, 
Emily.  Emily showed the 
abundant charisma and 
spunk as a child.  She 
brightened every room she 
entered.  Painfully in her 
early adolescence, she 
began to struggle with 
depression, later 
diagnosed as bi-polar 
mental illness.  We spent 
much of her adolescence 
seeking treatment to help 
her find her way in the 
world.  On May 10, 2015, 
Mother’s Day, now 22 
years old, she overdosed 
and shortly after midnight, 
May 11, she died.  I have 
only begun to understand 
the grief that comes with 
this kind of a loss.  I have a 
heart for those who 
struggle with mental illness 
and addiction and for the 
families who love them.   
Life has not always been 
easy, but it has been full.  
Throughout life I have 
come to learn that 
remaining faithful to God 
through suffering is how 
real faith is forged.  I 
welcome this opportunity to 
serve, for however long 
comes to pass, as your 
pastor.   
 
Please know I am eager to 
walk with you on whatever 
path you find yourself at 
the moment.  Give me a 
call!  Let’s have a cup of 
coffee and see what God 
has in store for us in the 
months ahead! 
 

 
 

served at First Mennonite 
Church in Sugarcreek 
from 2004-2014.  I also 
had the privilege to work 
within various committees 
in Ohio and Central 
District Conference while 
at these pastorates.  More 
recently, I have been a 
hospice chaplain for the 
past 5 years, 3 of them 
part time, two full time, 
with a hospice based in 
Canton.  During these 
years I came to 
understand grief, loss and 
family dynamics in new 
ways.  I learned what it 
was to care for the “least 
of these” in some cases.  I 
learned the power of 
working with my peers as 
a team.  I left there when 
the office where I worked 
closed, right at the time 
Beech was needing an 
interim pastor.   
 
During these years I also 
had a family.  I went into 
pastoring with a husband, 
whom I married in 1984.  
We were married for 11 
years when he left the 
marriage.  By then we had 
two little girls, Katie and 
Emily and I was pregnant 
with my son, Justin.  The 
next years were spent as 
a single mom, raising 
them.  Being the mom of 
these three amazing yet 
diversely different children 
was challenging, 
rewarding, enlightening, 
and ultimately humbling.  
Katie, now almost 26, 
lives in Northern California 
with her husband.  She 
gave birth to my first 
grandchild, Isabella, in 
October.  I do not get to 
see them nearly enough 
to satisfy my 
grandmotherly longings.  
Justin, my youngest, is a 
third-year college student 

“A great place to put 

down roots and grow!” 

mailto:beechcommunications@gmail.com

