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Lent and other Springtime Events at Beech 

 

 

 
Pew Cushions Finished 

The two-week installation 
of pew cushions was 
finished in time for our 
worship service on March 
4.  The project included 
new attached cushions to 
the seats and backs of all 
the pews, and the 
shortening of four pews in 
the sanctuary to make 
room for wheelchairs.  
Many thanks to the 
trustees for all their work 
repairing the pews in 
preparation for the new 
cushions, and for 
overseeing this exciting 
project! 

 

 
Five Beech Children sing in 

the Mennonite Youth Choir 

Andy & Abby Hartzler, 
and Hannah, Matthew, & 
Andrew Frederick 
represented Beech in 

Goshen, Indiana March 
10-12 at the Mennonite 
Youth Choir Festival.  The 
children learned 8 songs 
in advance of the 
weekend, and spent all 
day Saturday rehearsing 
with guest conductor Hal 
Hess.  They also had an 
opportunity to enjoy the 
rec center at Goshen 
College and see the 
campus. The families 
spent the weekend at 
Camp Friedenswald with 
other family and friends 
from Bluffton and 
Pennsylvania.  The 
children did a great job 
singing with other 
Mennonite children who 
had traveled from many 
states to participate in the 
choir.  A DVD recording of 
the performance has been 
ordered if anyone would 
like to borrow and view it 
when it comes in!   
 

  
Spring E.L.F. Nights Begin 

Our Spring ELF Nights got 
off to a great start on 
Wednesday, March 8, 
only to be cancelled due 
to inclement weather the 
second week.  Still, 
attendance has been 
steady for the weekly 
meals, classes, and 
activities on Wednesday 
evenings.  

The children and youth 
have been working on a 
project led by elder 
David Miller, Jr: they 
built crosses out of 
wood, painted them 
white, and are stenciling 
on words of our 2017 
theme: Here am I, Lord, 
Send me.  Some of the 
crosses will go home 
with the children’s 
families, and extras may 
go to the Mennonite 
Relief Sale this summer.  
Amy Glick has also led 
children’s choir practices 
during ELF Nights, and 
Patrick Helmuth has led 
activities for the youth. 
 

The Hearts and Hands 
Serving class, led by 
Patty Yoder, has been 
hard at work on their 
many projects for 
springtime and beyond.  
Pastor Jayne has been 
leading the other adult 
class, a closer look into 
the Lenten scriptures, 
with opportunities to 
reflect, respond, and 
pray each week.  ELF 
Night Classes wrap up 
this coming Wednesday, 
April 5.  The following 
week, we will have a 
Good Friday service on 
April 14, at 7:00 pm.   
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 

Did you know... 
…that Amanda White 
was recently named 
Student of the Month in 
her Medical Assistant 
program, and she also 
recently passed her test to 
become a certified 
Phlebotomist?  Several 
from Beech went to help 
her with her necessary 
“sticks” with her program, 
and she is finishing her 
clinical portion, looking 
forward to graduation in 
May.  Congratulations, 
Amanda—keep up the 
great work!   
 
…that Blake 
Hershberger was recently 
spotted near the pyramids 
in Egypt?  He has been 
able enjoy visits to several 
historic sites during his 
time in Jordan with CPT, 
including a visit to the 
ancient city of Petra. 
 
…that Beech was well-
represented (and very 
busy!) at the recent 
Annual Conference 
Assembly for Ohio 
Conference of MCUSA in 

News and Notes                                         

 Kidron?  Several from 
Beech attended both the 
missional workshop and 
the conference assembly. 
If you saw any of the 
photos on the Ohio 
Conference Facebook 
page, they were taken by 
Bryan Leaman.  Ann 
Leaman took minutes for 
all the conference 
meetings.   
 
…that plans are underway 
for a fundraiser dinner to 
benefit Amy 
Heffelbower’s mother, 
Rose Barbato? Rose was 
recently diagnosed with 
Stage IV colon cancer, 
and the May 6 dinner, to 
be held at Beech, will help 
raise needed funds for her 
medical expenses.  To 
offer help with food, 
serving, or a donation of a 
raffle item, you can speak 
with Amy. 
 
…that plans are underway 
for six from Beech to 
attend MCUSA convention 
in Orlando, Florida this 
summer?  Our Beech 
delegates will be Amy 
Glick and Rich Linder.   

The youth attending will 
be Emily Miller and 
Hannah Frederick.  They 
will be participating in the 
Junior Youth program, 
which has worship, 
activities, a Servant 
Project, and fellowship 
opportunities geared 
toward their age group.  
They will be chaperoned 
by Stephanie Miller and 
Megan Frederick.  
Please keep all those 
planning to attend in your 
prayers as they prepare 
for this upcoming 
experience July 4-8. 
 

Barnabas’ Corner 
Words of encouragement to 

one another as we follow 

Jesus together 

Thank you to Amy Glick 
for her leadership in the 
music ministry of the Adult 
and Children’s Choirs.  
They add so much to our 
worship, and we 
appreciate your time and 
dedication in preparation 
and rehearsal.  Thank you 
for sharing your gifts!  
 

On June 6th, all are 
invited to join the Beech 
Women Serving at 9 a.m. 
in Fellowship Hall for a 
morning of sewing, 
quilting, and craft projects 
for the children which will 
benefit of several local 
missions, according to 
Patty Yoder, BWS 
president.  There will also 
be a special luncheon 
prepared by Lavera 
Helmuth.   Jeanette King 
will give devotions.   
 
Mission and Service 
project for June through  

 
 
 

 

 
Blake at the Pyramids in Egypt 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ohio Conference Assembly took 
place at Central Christian School 
in Kidron 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events: 
Beech Women Serving: 9 am-2 pm in the Fellowship Hall, Wednesday, April 5. 
   
Guys’ Night Out: The second Tuesday of each month, at 7:30 pm.  The next one 
will be held Tuesday, April 11 at Milk & Honey in Canton.   
 
Ladies’ Night Out: The fourth Tuesday of each month, at 7:30 pm.  The next one 
will be held Tuesday, April 25, location TBA. 
 
Beech Lunch Bunch: The second Wednesday of each month, at noon at 
Thompson’s Dairyland.  The next one will be Wednesday, April 12. 
 
Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 8, 10:00 am. Activity and Egg Hunt for babies-
grade 5.  All are welcome—please invite family and friends!  
 
Good Friday Worship Service: Friday, April 14, 7:00 pm 
 
Easter Sunday:  Brunch beginning at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall, Worship Service 
beginning at 10:30 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

We Want YOU! 

 

Our April themes will 
revolve around the true 
meaning of Easter, 
bunnies, chicks and lambs, 
and celebrating the week of 
the young child. April 30th 
will be our annual Spring 
Sing at 6 pm in the 
sanctuary followed by 
refreshments (the children 
make the cookies) and 
socializing in the 
Fellowship Hall. You are 
cordially invited to join us. 
We would love to see you 
there! 
  
Our April Bible Memory 
Verse is: “I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the son of 
God.”  -Acts 8:37  
 
May 27th from 9 am-3 pm 
will be our annual plant 
sale, bake sale, and food 
counter. This year we are 
having a garage sale 
instead of a rummage sale. 

Shepherd’s Gate Child Care Center Update      Janet Mangus, director 

 
Tables will be rented for 
garage sale items you wish 
to sell. So as you start your 
spring cleaning please 
keep in mind “one man’s 
trash is another man’s 
treasure”. You could earn 
money from items you 
don’t want anymore! 
Please contact Judy at 
330-875-1133 or Janet at 
330-875-3399 to reserve 
your table.  
  
We are accepting 
employment applications 
for substitute teachers. If 
you or someone you know 
would be interested in a 
rewarding career working 
with young children, please 
contact Janet Mangus at 
330-875-3399 or email at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com.  
  
Shepherd’s Gate has 
openings available in our 

2, 3, 4, and 5-year-old 
classrooms. We also have 
openings left for before and 
after school care. Our 
toddler class is full and we 
are working on a wait list. If 
you or someone you know 
is looking for quality 
Christian childcare, please 
let them know about 
Shepherd’s Gate. Beech 
Mennonite Church 
members get a 25% 
discount on tuition.  Our 
phone number is 330-875-
3399 or email us at 
shepherdsgateccc@yahoo.
com . 
  
Thank you for your 
continued support and 
generosity for the children, 
their families, and the staff 
of Shepherd’s Gate.  We 
appreciate everything you 
do!  God Bless You!  

 

  

Think back to when you 
were between the                                                                                         
ages of 12 and 18. Who 
were your friends? What 
kind of support system did 
you have? Did you have 
trustworthy peers and 
adults that you could ask 
questions of? Did you 
believe that there was a 
heavenly Father that cared 
about you? That had plans 
for you? That wanted a 
relationship with you? 
 
At “Verses vs” (youth Bible 
study) this month, four 
brave youth discussed 
Jeremiah 29:11-14a, “For I 
know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to PROSPER you 
and not to harm you, plans 
to give you HOPE and a 
FUTURE. Then you will 
call upon Me and come 
and pray to Me, and I 
WILL LISTEN TO YOU. 
You will seek Me and find 
Me when you seek Me 

with all your heart. I will be 
found by you,” declares the 
Lord, “and will bring you 
back from captivity.” 
 
These youth maturely (and 
excitedly) shared what they 
felt was needed to bring 
them HOPE, to PROSPER 
their faith, and build 
relationship with Jesus.  
These included Bible study 
with parallel to current life 
circumstance; Bible 
memory (all agreed that 
Joshua 1:9 has given them 
courage in the midst of fear 
or discouragement over the 
past year); service – with 
the highlight of working 
together to help others; 
participating in worship – 
vocalized interest in skits 
and continued willingness 
to read scripture and 
provide special music; and 
last but not least, food and 
fellowship! There is a 
strong desire for being 
together, growing together, 

 

and helping others 
TOGETHER. 
 
Based on a Christian 
Education report several 
months ago, 3 youth will be 
entering youth group 
activities EACH YEAR for 
several years to come. These 
youth (our future!) need 
adults for direction, support, 
and as mentors modeling 
God as the foundation for our 
daily decisions and actions.  
Is God calling YOU to give of 
your time, your talents, your 
love, to guide our youth 
toward the plans that God 
has for them? Perhaps this is 
in God’s plan for you? 
Opportunities for organizing 
youth events and/or sharing 
leadership with other adults 
are available. The gifts 
discernment team wants to 
hear from you!! Could this be 
your call to “try something 
new”?….Will you respond, 
“Here I am, Lord”? 
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The yellow head of my 
first daffodil has finally 
begun to emerge.  Green 
shoots of leaves and stem 
have been there for 
several weeks, but the off 
and on snow then warmth 
then cold then sunshine 
has kept them stagnant in 
their time of transition.  
But, finally, Spring is here.  
The promise of longer 
days of sun and warmer 
weather is upon us.  Every 
year I marvel at this 
transformation as if for the 
first time.  I find hope in 
the barren, seemingly 
lifeless earth coming alive 
with the color and 
newness that only spring 
can bring.  Spring is my 
favorite season by far. 
 
I think I like Spring so 
much because it reminds 
me that new life and hope 
are not only on the 
outside, in our physical 
world.  Spring also can 
happen internally, in my 
spirit.  I am reminded that 
even when life feels 
barren, stagnant, lifeless, 
that there is hope for 
something more.  Even in 
the coldest of Winters, the 
promise of Spring is 
present.  It is this faith, 
this hope, this promise 
that keeps me going in the 
difficult days. 
 
I have known such 
dormant, cold days 
several times in my life.  I 

Pastor’s Corner: Springtime Transitions        Pastor Jayne Byler 
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but it is less hearty and 
enduring than a bulb that 
has been allowed to 
mature on its own.  The 
search process must take 
the time it needs to ensure 
that the option finally 
presented to the 
congregation is healthy 
and strong.   
 
Northeast Ohio is known 
for its dull and nasty 
winters.  We joke about the 
changes that came come 
in a matter of minutes to 
the weather.  The upside is 
that the harder and drearier 
the Winter, the more 
glorious the Spring.  In 
climates that are constantly 
warm there is less an 
appreciation for this 
experience of Spring.  Let’s 
each allow this time of 
transition to remind us that 
God is bringing new 
growth, new life, a fresh 
start once again.  Hold on 
to the hope that comes 
with this season both on 
the outside and on the 
inside.  God is holding both 
in His hands.   
 

 

feel once again that I am 
in a Winter turning to 
Spring moment.  The past 
3 years have been ones of 
transition and loss.  I left a 
pastorate, moved to a new 
city, lost a daughter, lost a 
team and position with 
hospice, began a time of 
service here at Beech, 
and now anticipate the 
transition from my interim 
time to whatever is next.  I 
must hold on to the hope 
that something is greening 
under the surface.  New 
life is waiting to emerge in 
just a few weeks.  God 
has the growth of the 
daffodil and of my life 
safely in hand.   
 
Beech Church is in days 
of transition.  There are 
questions about what is 
next for leadership and 
the congregation’s 
direction.  There may be a 
sense of dormancy or 
uncertainty…is anything 
happening?  Because the 
work of the Pastoral 
Search Committee is kept 
so confidential, most in 
the congregation do not 
know what or if anything is 
happening.  But, like the 
fertile ground that holds 
the daffodil bulb there is 
life brewing, leaves and 
stem beginning to 
emerge, hope present.  
The process of growth 
cannot be rushed.  If it is 
artificially forced, the end 
bloom may be beautiful, 

“A great place to put 

down roots and grow!” 

 

The next issue of Branching Out will be published on May 7, 2017.   
Deadline for submissions is midnight on Sunday, April 30. 

 
Please consider submitting testimonies of God at work in your life, tidbits for “Did You 
Know,” words of thanks and encouragement for Barnabas’ Corner, Peace & Justice, 
news from your commissions, small groups, Sunday School classes, and more!   
 

Submit items via email to beechcommunications@gmail.com (email is preferred!) 
or place in Megan Frederick’s mailbox.  Thank you! 
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